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PREFACE. 



THE prefent fruatiomof the differ- 
ing intereft makes any apology for 
this acldrefs fuperfluous. If the author 
be blamed for reflecting on the church of 
England, when he can plead no particuJar 
provocation for it* let it be confidered, 
( that this has been done only indirettly, and 
when his fubjecl: unavoidably led to it. 
As the addrefs is directed to DiJfenters.on\y ; 
the members of the eftablifhed church have 
no bufinefs with it ; and if they never look 
into what is not addrefled to them, or ia- ' 
tended for their infpeftion, no offence can 
be taken. 

If, on looking into this performance, they 
do not find it to be written in the tame and 
humble ftile of an opokgijt, they mould 
confider that the writer does not think there 
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is any thing in the principles of the diflen- 
ters as fuch, fo palpably open to obje&ion, 
as to require an apology. 

The things that feem to want an apology 
are the dodtrines of original fin, predefti- 
nation, trinity in unity, fatisfadtion by vica- 
rious punifhments, &c. a hierarchy, confifl> 
ing of perfonswith names and powers al- 
together unknown in the New Teftament ; 
ecclefiaftical perfons, as fuch, inverted with 
civil power, contrary to the very genius of 
the religion of Jefus Chrift, whofe kingdom 
was not of this world •, and civil officers 
afTuming a power to decide concerning ar- 
ticles of faith; fubferiptions to creeds of 
human composition ; the impofuion of ce- 
remonies by the authority of men, in a 
church, of which Chrift alone is the head; 
and the abfolutc enjoining of rites, which 
are the remains and badges of popifh fu- 
perHition ; fuch as the wearing of a furplice, 
the fign of the crofs, with god-fathers and 
god-mothers in baptifm; confirmation by 
the impofuion of the hands of a bifliop; 
wheeling about to the eaft, and bowing 
at the name of Jefus (as if it was a 
mere found that was worftiipped) and the 
enjoining of the pofture of kneeling at 
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the lord's lupper, &c. &c. &c. Such as 
thefe are the things that look as if they 
wanted fome apology; for, certainly, their 
reafonablenefs is far from being evident at 
firft fight. 

If it be afked, why, in the firft Edition 
of this Pamphlet,. I chofe to conceal my 
name, I anfwer it was not becaufe I was ap- 
prehenfive of making myfelf obnoxious to 
the members of the church of England* 
If they underftand me right, they will per- 
ceive that my intentions towards them are 
far from being unfriendly, and if they un- 
derftand me wrong, and put an unfair and 
uncandid conftruction upon what I have 
written; I truft that, with a good meaning, 
and in a good caufe, I fhall never be over- 
awed by the fear of any thing that men may 
think of me, or do to me. 

Neither was it becaufe I was apprehen- 
fi ve of giving offence, either to the minijiers^ 
or to the people among the diflenters, be- 
caufe 1 have fpoken with equal freedom to 
both; but, in reality, becaufe I was unwil- 
ling to lefltn the weight of my cbfervatic ns> 
and advice, by any reflections that might 
be made on the perfon from whom they 
came,. An anonymous author is like the- 
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abftraft idea of n man, which may be con- 
ceived to be as perfect as the imagination of 
the reader can make it. 

This Addrefs however, has been fo long 
known to be mine, that in this third edition, 
1 prefix my name to it. 

If any perfon, who is not a difllnter, 
ihould take it into his head, that by reading . 
this Addrefs, he will become poffefied of a 
great fecret, and be acquainted with the 
real fentiments and views of the difienters, 
as a body, he will deceive himfelf. Dif- 
tenter as fucb have nothing in common 
but a diffent from the eftablifhed church; 
and it by no means follows that they, there- 
fore, agree in any thirg elfe. The majority 
of the difft-nters will be more offended at 
this performance than any member of the 
church of England ; and even that part of 
thediflfcnters to whom it is more particularly 
addrefled will be far from being univcrfally 
pleafed with it. , The author is a fingle per- 
fon, who writes w : thout the concurrence of 
any other perfon whatever, and is therefore 
an fv/er able only for his own private fenti- 
ments and conduct. 

If it be faid th.it this addrefs was writ- 
ten purpofdy to gain converts from the 
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church of England; though in an indirect 
manner, the author can only reply by fay- 
ing, that he really had no fuch views or 
expeditions. At the fame time, he would 
have no obje&ion to acknowledge it, if 
that had been either a primary, or a fe- 
condary object in this publication. It is 
certainly no crime in a man to write in de- 
fence of what he thinks to be a goodcaufe, 
or to endeavour to gain converts to it from 
what he thinks to be a bad one. 

He, no doubt, like the reft of mankind, 
lincerely wifhes that other perfons would 
en er into his views, and adopt his fenti- 
ments ; but having no dragoons to employ 
for this purpofe, and no ails of parliament 
to fecond him, he mud be content to do 
what he can by the help of reafon and ar- 
gument alone; and rhefe fpiritual weapons, 
are by no means fo certain in their effects 
on the minds > as carnal weapons are on the 
bodies of men; fo that no perfon need be 
apprehenfive, efpecialljr in this age, in 
which riches, falhion, and power have 
fuch influence, of any great execution 
being done, or any great changes being 
brought about by boAs only, which few 
peifons read, and fewer regard. 

Though 
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Though this Addrefswas certainly writ- 
ten with a ferious defire to makediifenters 
think, and aft in a manner worthy of their 
profeflion; it is not, however, any part of 
the author's intention to revive the fpirit 
of & party; except, primarily, fo far as the 
party has religion, that is, the interefts of its 
members in another world, for its objedl ; 
and, fecondarily, fo far as the intereft of 
this particular party, in civil matters, is 
the intereft of the whole fociety of which 
they are members; having for its objecfl 
the caufe of liberty, and all the valuable 
rights of Englilhmen. 

The author of this work is not much 
concerned about the civil privileges of the 
diflcntersaa fuch, and as a feparate body 
in the ftate; but he mod earneftly wifhes 
that their liberal and generous views, with 
refpettto civil ;ind religious liberty, may 
be fo fully imbibed by themfelves, and lb 
far diffufed among others, as that all their 
countrymen, without excepting their mod 
violent enemies, may reap the benefit of 
them. This performance is certainly in- 
tended to make one particular part of the 
commonwealth more refptftable; bucthis 
part is of fuch a nature, that the author 
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conceives that the neceflary confequence 
of their being more refpe&able would be 
a great increafe of glory to his country 
at large, from which that part would de- 
rive no particular advantage, except the 
honour of having contributed to it. 

If the author appear to wifh for a far- 
ther reformation in the eftablifhed church, 
it is with no interefted views, derived from 
his expectation of a comprehenfion of the 
diflenters in it. Were he himfelf per- 
mitted to new model theecclefiafticalefta- 
blifhment of his country, he would do it 
according to his beft judgment, and ac- 
cording to his prefent ideas of perfection 
in things of that nature ; but he would not 
be a member of it himfelf fo long as it was 
a national ejlallijhment ; becaufe he thinks 
it is more for the intereft of chriftianity* 
that particular focieties of chriftians ftiould 
be as free and independent as private per- 
fons. He does not apprehend that any 
greater inconvenience would arife from 
unbounded liberty being given to every 
man to think and aft for himfelf in all 
matters of religion, than there is found to 
arife from the fame liberty with refpedt to 
medicine. It appears to him that indivi- 
duals 
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duals would provide better for themfclves, 
in both thcie refpe&s, than their civil 
governors ever have done, are difpofed, or 
are able, to do for them. 

To dijfenlers the author recommends a 
candid and ferious attention to the fubjeft 
of this addrefs. He was very ferious in 
wj king it, and will rejoice exceedingly if 
it have any good effeft on ever fo few of 
the members of that body to which he be- 
longs. Gladly would he contribute ta 
render them in any degree more refpedlable 
as mtn % as Engli/hmeji, and as chriftiansi 
that, unfettered as ihcy are by any Jaws, but 
thofe of their one only majter, even Cbrift., 
they may exhibit a fpecimen of a truly 
chriftian temper and conduct, by joining 
the religious zeal of their anceftors to their 
own enlarged views, and liberal fentiment&j 
things which are fo far from being incom- 
• patible, that they have, naturally the clofeft 
connexion. 

Eameftly does he wilh that m\nifter$> be* 
ing free from the impofitions of men, 
would apply with more afliduity to the 
faithful andchearful difcharge of their pro- 
per duty, in enlightening the minds, and 
improving the hearts and the condudt of 

their 
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their hearers; fetting them an example 
of unbounded confidence in divine provi- 
dence, under the circumftancesof afcanty 
and precarious provifion, of a confeien- 
tious and fearlefs integrity in afierting the 
truth as it is in Jefus, of a generous con- 
tempt of the pleasures and pains of this 
life, when they tend to lead men from the 
path of their duty; and, univerfally, of 
the prevailing influence of thofe confide- 
rations which are drawn from thofe cha- 
radler, as citizens of heaven y over thofe 
"which refult from their intereft in this tran- 
fitory world. Earneftly, alfo, does he 
wilh that the people may ht duly influenced 
by fuch examples, and inftruftions ; that, 
though they are more engaged in the bufi- 
nefs and commerce of this world, they 
may not lofe fight of their relation to an- 
o'her. 

May minifters and people jointly ftreng- 
then each others hands in the great work 
of reformation, and bear a nob!e tefti- 
mony againft all antichriftian errors and 
luperftition. Inftead of being difcouraged 
by the reproaches and hardfhips to which 
their profeflion expofes them, may they 
rather rejoice that they are counted worthy 
to Juffer Jhame in fo glorious a caufe. By 

3 their 
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their peaceable and inoffenfive behaviour 
may prove themfelves worthy of the pro- 
tection of the civil government, how much 
foever they may difapproveof the maxims, 
or the adminiftration of it. May they ex- 
cite the honeft emulation of the members 
of the eftablifhed church, and of chriftians 
of every other denomination; by their zeal 
to promote all kinds of ufeful knowledge, 
by their attention to the advancement of 
the beft interefts of fociery, and by their 
exemplary care to underftand their reli- 
gion, and to live according to the rules of 
itj that, whatever treatment they may 
meet with in the world, they may fecure 
the approbation of the great judge of 
hearts and aftions, and, at leaft, defervc 
well of their country and of mankind. 

• a 

N.B. This Preface, except the Paragraph 
Page 5, is uritten in the third per/on^ be- | 
caufe the Addrefs was original anonymous. 
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TO 

ProteftantDiflenters, as fuchr 

m 

My Chriftian Brethren, 

T AM a Proteftant Diifenter, I glory in 
A the name, and -it is with a view to ren- 
der you, in general more fenfible of its 
dignity, and importance, that I take the 
liberty to mike this free addrefs to you. 
Sorry I am, from a regard to the interefts 
of truth and liberty, to fee the zeal of many 
to cool in fo noble a caufe, for which our 
heroic ancellors facrificed fo much; when 
the reafons for our diflenl are fo fir from 
having been leflened, in numberor weight, 
in theinterval between their timesandours, 
that, in proportion to the improvements 
in religious knowledge, thefe reafons have 
been greatly multiplied, and continue to 
grow in number and ftrengch every day* 
Yet, paradoxical as it may appear, thofc 

B 
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of us, who have thefe growing reafons to be 
fatisfied with this caufe of truth and liber- 
ty, are generally lefs flrongly attached to 
it, and more eafily and frequently defert 
it, than thofe whofe opinions are fuch, that 
they have lefs reafon than ever to feparate 
from the eftablilhed church. It is to the 
former clafs of diflenters, therefore, that 
I would be undeiftood to addrefs myfelf 
in a more particular manner, and I beg 
nothing more, my brethren, than your 
candid attention, while I argue this mat- 
ter with you, confidering you both in a 
religious and a civil capacity. I promife 
you I will take up as little of your time as 
I can help, and ufe as few words as pofli- 
ble, to make you fully fenfible of what I 
have to propofe to your confideration. 



SECTION 
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SECTION L 

Of the Importance of the Dtjfenting Inter 'eft \ 
with Rejpecl to Religion. 

T F I confider the fubje6t of our difTent as 
* a matter purely religious^ I cannot help 
thinking it of theutrnoft importance, even 
to the caufe of chriftianity in general. 
That grofs corruptions have been intro- 
duced into this mod excellent fcheme of 
religion, corruptions which beoan very ear- 
ly; and which have been confirmed by 
long continuance, corruptions which to- 
tally disfigure it, and defeat the principal 
ends of its inftitution, is a lamentable 
.truth, univerfally acknowledged by pro- 
tectants. If chriftianiry itfclf, therefore, 
be of importance, it muft be of im- 
portance to free it from thefe corrup- 
tions : for whether it be better for men 
to be chriftians at al), or to continue pa- 
pifts, is very problematical, and a quef- 
tion which many fenfibk perlbns would 
not hefitate to determine in the negative^ 
But to whom are we to look for the ad- 
rancement of this necefTary work of refor- 
mation from the errors and abufes of po- 

B 2 pery? 
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pery? I anfwer, without hefitation, it is 
to dijfenters only, of whatever denomina- 
tion, in every chriftian country. 

Can it be fuppofed that the princes of 
this world, or mere jiatefmcn, who arc the 
perfons that ercft or model, according to 
their pleafure, all ecclefiaftical eftablifti- 
ments, will ever have this bufinefs at heart ; 
or that, if they lhould undertake it, they 
are duly qualified for the conduft of it? 
It cannot beexpedted that religion fhould 
ever be a primary objeft with civil gover- 
nors. They may make ufe of it as an en- 
gine of ftate policy, to promote their owji 
fecular ends ; but, in general, they are too 
much men of this world, to concern them- 
felves about a fcheme, the great objeft of 
which is a world to come-, and, provided 
religion give them no great interruption 
in their plans of civil policy, it cannot be 
thought that they will ever voluntarily 
promote any reformation in it. - 

Their intereft is, generally, beftanfwer- 
ed by the quiet continuance of all things 
of this nature, which are foreign to their 
immediate province, in the condition in 
which they are, and have been, let thac 
condition be ever fo wretched; and they 
are ready to take the alarm at every thing 

that 
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that may hazard their tranquility, or civ- 
ate difturbance in the ftate : and reforma- 
tion in religion, efpecially when it has been 
violently attempted, and when corruptions 
and abufes (by means of the injudicious 
interpofition of government) have been 
confirmed by long continuance, is known 
to have this tendency. 

I feemed to lament that the princes of 
this world are not difpofed to concern 
themfelves about reformation in religion ; 
but, indeed, it is rather a happinefs that 
they are not. For all thefervice they can 
do to religion is not to intermeddle with it 
at all, lb as to interrupt the reformations 
which might take place in it from natural 
and proper caufes ; and for this negative 
njftfiance the friends of religion would think 
. themfelves under the greateft obligation to 
civil government. 

* Civil power is a very improper engine 
to be employed in a work of this nature; 
and, whenever employed, can hardly 
fail to defeat its end. Wherever opinion 
is concerned ; force of all kinds and all 
motives oUntereji (both of which will ever 
accompany the civil magiftrate) ought to be 
removed to the greateft diltance ; and' 
fpontaneous, difinterefted, and calm rea*- 
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foninghave the field entirely toherfelf. Je- 
fus Chrift and his apoftles aflccd no aid 01 
the civil powers, nor gave the moft diftant 
hint of their defire of any alliance with them, 
Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iftis 

, Virgil* 

The kingdom of Chrift is not reprefent- 
cd by any part of the metalic image of 
king Nebuchadnezzar, which denoted all 
the empires of this world; but is the lit* 
tie Jlone cut out of the mountain without 
hands. It is a thing quite foreign to the 
the image, and will at laft fall upon it, and 
deftroy all the remains of it. All that 
true chriftianity wifties, is to be unmo- 
kfted by the kings and rulers of the earth, 
but it can never fubmit to their regulations. 
No chriftian prince before the Reforma- 
tion ever interfered in the bufinefs of religi- 
on without eftabliftiing the abufes which 
had crept into it; and all that chriftian* 
princes have done fince the Reformation, 
has tended to retard that great work; and 
to them, and their interference it is mani- 
fcftly owing, that it is no farther advanc- 
ed at this day. 

There needs to be no greater evidence of 
this, with refpeft to England, than a compa- 
rison between the reformation propgfed by 

Wickliffc, 
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Wickliffe, fo early as the year 1460, and 
the church pf England as by law eftablifh- 
ed, from the year 1559, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, to the prefent year 1769,* 
and as it will probably continue fo long as 
our civil and ecclefhftical governors lhall 
be able to maintain it, in its preferH in> 
perfe£t {late, notwithstanding the increaf- 
ing light of the age. 

Wickliffe admitted of no more than two 
degrees in the minifterial office, viz* dea*> 
cons, and prejbyters, or bijhops. " Thefe 
<c two/' fivs he, M were known in Paul's 
<c time, and the others are the invention of 
" imperious pride." The church of Eng- 
land has archbijh&ps,bijh'jps, archdeacon^ 
deans, canons, prebendaries, &c. &c. &c. 
Wickliffe fays/ that cc civil government 
<c fliould not be committed to the clergy." 
We fuffer the feat of all the bifhops in the 
higheft houfe of parliament, and give 
them power in ecclefiaftical courts; in whkh 
they have cognizance of civil matcers, 
and in which punilhments are infli&ed 
that affeft the perfohs, liberties, and for- 
tunes of Britifh fubjefts ; though the pro- 
ceedings are contrary to thole which are 

* When the firft edition of this addrefs was 
p.ubl iftied, 
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in life in the civil courts, and repugnant 
to the free conftitution of this govern- 
ment. 

Wickliffe would have abolifhed all ce- 
remonies in religion not prefcribed in the 
fcriptures. He fays that " confirmation, 
cc gw in g orders, and the confecration of 
<c places were referved to the pope and bi- 
cc fliops for the fake of temporal gain and 
<c honour; that itis not lawful for a chrif- 
€i tian, after the full publication of the 
<r law of Chrift, to devife, himfelf, 
* c any other laws for the government of the 
u church }" and he condemns a let of pre- 
fcribed forms of prayer, as derogatory from 
the liberty God had given them. How 
confonant, in every article, is all this to 
reafon, chriftianity, and good fenfej but 
how oppofite to this, in every article, are 
the maxims of the church of England, as 
by law eftabliflied. 

Had not our civil governors (among 
whom, let it be obfervcd, I include the 
bifhops, and all the members of the hier- 
archy) taken the alarm, and oppofed the 
attempts of Wickliffe and his partisans, 
there is no doubr, but that a reformation 
would fpeedily have taken place upon his 
enlarged plan. Andfince, without the in- 

I terfcrence 
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terference of the civil magiftrate, he himfelf 
could not have formed any other eftabliih- 
menr, more light would have continued 
to be thrown upon religious fubje&sj and 
not only would the dijupline* but the doc- 
trines of the church, have been reformed 
more and more. Whereas, fuch have 
been the effefts of the interference of 
the civil magiftrate in the rtligion of 
this country, that, inftead of feeing things 
in this glorious train, all that has been ef- 
fected thitherto, is a miferable compro- 
mife between popery, and the imperfect 
plan of reformation propofed by Wick- 
liffe. 

If the errors and abufes which Wick- 
liffe discovered have not yet been reform- 
ed, how can we expert a reformation of 
thofe errors which he never fufpcdted, but 
which he retained, as the mod facred of 
all truths, and which he would have been 
fhocked to have heard called in queftion ? 
And yet, I have heard of no chnftain 
eftablifhment in Europe, in which the 
groffeft corruptions of the moft fundamen- 
tal do&rinesof the gofpel are not retained; 
corruptions which entirely pervert the 
whole fcheme, and are fo repugnant to our 
natural notions of God and virtue, that* 

B 5, fo 
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fa long as they are known to be maintain- 
ed by chriftians in general, and confidered 
as cflential parts of the fcheme of chrifti- 
anity, they muft necefiarily prove an infu- 
perable obftacle to its propagation in the 
world, and efpecially to the converfion of 
the Jews and Mohammedans. 

With them the belief of the divine uni- 
ty is, and indeed iuftly, a fundamental 
article of faith. This is alfo the clear 
doftrine both of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment; but, not being the faith of the 
generality of thofe who pretend to derive 
their religion fiom them, all chriftians are 
unavoidably confidered by them as guilty 
of polytbcifm and idolatry. And who can 
acquit them of the charges, fo long as they 
profefs to pay divine honours, to three per- 
fons, and addrefs their mod iblemn pray- 
ers, not to one God the Father, but to Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Gb'Jt? Many other 
corruptions might be mentioned conneft- 
edv.ith this, which altogether, make the 
whole fyttcm of modern chriftianity lefs 
like the chriftianity of the New Tcfta- 
mcnt, than it is to the religion of the 
Brachmans oflndoftan. 

^vhat I am faving is, perhaps, no news 
even 10 the generality of the members of 

4 the 
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the ettablifhed church. Many of them 
feel and lament the wretched date of things 
among them; and fome of the clergy 
have, now and then, the courage to pro- 
pofe a reformation; butfo long as the civil 
power continues to be the fupreme head of 
this church, the firft effectual motion muft 
come from thence; and till there be fome 
ft ate necejfity for letting about a reforma- 
tion, the remonftrancesof a thoufand candid 
difquifitorsy followed by as many confejjion- 
' aliftsy will fignify but little. 

This Jlate neceftity, which alone can 
make our civil governors think of a refor- 
mation, muft arife from the difficulty of 
carrying on the bufinefs of our prefent po- 
litico- ecclefiaftical conjiitution without it. 
And fo long as the laity are content with 
their clergy, and their ftatute duty\ and 
fo long as clergymen can be found, who 
are content to do this duty, and are fatif- 
fied with the terms on which they are re- 
quired to do it (and without which they 
cannot receive the reward for doing ic) it 
is very unlikely that the houfes of parlia- 
ment, who have bufinefs enough, of other 
kinds, upon their hands, will ever take 
this affair into confideration. 

B 6 In 
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In order to engage their attention to 
this fubjeft, therefore, both the clergy and 
the laity mud aft, as well as think and write. 
The laity muftdiffent, andquitthofeplaces 
of worlhip in which they are convinced that 
divine fervice is nor conducted according 
to truly chriftian principles; and the cler- 
gy mult throw up the preferments which 
they received, and which they, therefore, 
hold upon their folemnly declared alfent 
-to do&rines which they difbelieve, and 
upon their approbation of a ritual which* 
they diflike. 

Should cither of thefe two events hip- 
pen (both of which, however, are, to the 
laft degree improbable) that the lany, 
in general, fhould be fo far enlightened, 
as to fee the errors of the eltablilhed 
religion, and at the fame time fo first- 
ly confeientious, as to think it their duty 
not to give any countenance to thofe cor- 
ruptions of chriftianity, by their prefence 
at the fervice, and their concurrence in it; 
or fhould the generality of the clergy, for 
the fame juft reafons, relinquish their pre- 
ferments, to teach a purer religion, with- 
outexpedling their recompence from man j 
the king of England, and the two houfes 
of parliament, would fee it to be high 
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time to attend to this fubjeft, and a refor- 
mation of the greatefl abufes, at leaft, 
would immediately take place. 

But my bufinefs is not with the eftahtijh* 
ed church. I thank God, the caufe I am 
pleading is not quite fo hopelefs. I have 
not to do with fettered churchmen, but 
' with free dijfenters; and it is, confefledly, 
not fo difficult to perfuade men to conti- 
nue as they are, as to engage them to 
change their fituation. 

While there are difTcnters from civil 
eftablifhments of religion; that is, while 
there are men who are not hired} and who 
do not lie under any temptation, toprofti- 
tute their confciences in the fupport of 
falfchood, there will be freedom of enqui- 
ry, unchecked by the apprehenfion of con- 
fequencesj freedom of enquiry will pro- 
duce its natural offspring, truth; and truth 
has charms, that require only to be feen 
and known, in order to recommend itlelf 
to the acceptance of all mankind. Dark- 
nefs and prejudice cannot always involve 
the minds of men ; and if truth once begin 
to dawn upon them, it will be as the 
morning light, which jhineth more and more 
unto the perfctt day. 

! Learn, then, my proteftant diflenting 
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brethren, to regard your fituation with 
refpeft; when you confider, that among 
you alone, in this country, is the woifhip 
of the only living and true God known, 
and the purity of the chriftian do&rine and 
difcipline exhibited. Errors, no doubr, 
and perhaps great ones too, ftill remain 
among the moft enlightened of us, but we 
have no reafon to be alarmed at the lufpi- 
cion. We are at liberty to nuke the moft 
rigid fcrutiny into the foundation of our 
religious principles. We may inftantly 
re&ify what we find amifs, and may, with- 
out rcftraint, ufe our endeavours to en- 
lighten the minds of others. We have fub- 
feribed to no fyftems, or articles of faith, 
and therefore have no formal recantation 
to make upon the occafion. We enjoy no 
emoluments in confequence of our affent 
to any religious opinions or pradtices; 
and, therefore, are under no temptation 
to equivocate with our confidences (which 
are, apt to prove intractable, and arc fel- 
dom perfcftly eafy under that kind of 
treatment) to avoid the difagree able alter- 
native of giv ing up a church living, when 
we aie convinced thatthed^dlrines we have 
fubfciibed to, upon our indufticn in o it 
are circncoiiF, and that the difcipline we 
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liave conformed to, is inexpedient, or dan- 
gerous. 

This laft circumftance, I am fenfible, 
chiefly affe&s minifters\ but if you, gen- 
tlemen of the laity among diflenters, think 
yourfclves unconcerned in ir, you are 
greatly miftaken. Being men of a liberal 
turn of mind in other refpe&s, condemn- 
ing no man for his religious opinions, and 
being fully fatisfied that honeft men of all 
profeffions, cannot but {land well in the 
favour of their maker, you are apt to pur- 
fue thefe juft fentiments too far; and to 
think that, becaufe there is no harm to 
them in their worfhip, there is no harm to 
you in it; fo that by joining in what is 
good, and neglecting what is bad, you 
may, without the violation of your con- 
sciences, and without any inconvenience, 
join in a conftmt way with any feci: of 
proteftants whatever, in the celebration of 
divine worfhip. BiKconfider, tha: upon 
the very fame principles, you might join 
with any fedtof chriftians, and ewn join 
in the fcrvicc of themafs in a conftant way. 
Upon the fame principles, alio, you might 
ne/Je5l ail the forms of chriftian w or (hip, 
and join youifelv.stothe Jews or the Mo- 
hammedans; for it cannot be denied, but 

that 
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that there is fomething good to be found 
among them, and tiiis you may pretend 
to t?ke, and ncgkct the reft. 

In Ihort, this ipecious principle, found- 
ed, in appearance, on generous fenti-° 
ments of moderation and candour, is a 
mcft fallacious and dangerous one. By 
the help of it the primitive chriftians might 
have joined the wbrfliip of the heathens; 
there needed to have been no martyrs in 
the chriftian church, and zWperJecutionfor 
the crofs of Chrift would have ceafed. 

Many of the old Puritans, indeed, con- 
ftantly attended divine worfhip in the 
church of England ; but there were no 
other places of public worfhip open; and 
they thought it their duty to give their tef- 
timony in favour of religion and chrifti- 
anity in general, by joining in the btft 
forms that they conveniently could. Be- 
fides, it fhould be confidered, that the old 
puritans did not objedl to the doftrines of 
the church of England, or to forms of 
prayer, but only to ceremonies, and mat- 
ters relating to discipline; nay, many of 
them had no great obje&ion to the cere- 
monies in themfelves, but only to the impoft- 
tion of them ; which they juftly thought 
was owning a power, which Chrili had not 

com- 
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committed to man. But, my brethren, 
your obje&ions now lie much deeper, and 
affeft the very effentials of the eftablifhcd 
worftiip. 

Do not fay that I inherit the rigid fcru- 
pulofity of my anceftors. On the contra- 
ry, I think it extreme bigotry never to in- 
dulge a liberal curiofity, fo far as, in the 
charafter of a fpeRatcr, to fee in what 
manner perfons of other denominations 
condudt divine worfhip. I have frequent- 
ly gone to church myfelf, and do not 
fcrupletogo fometimes ftill, though I am 
fhockcd at what I hear there ; bur," cer- 
tainly, by joining habitually with any one 
denomination ofchriftians, we declare our 
preference of it to any other, efpecially 
to any other that it would be as conveni- 
ent for us to attend; and whatever errors 
and irregularities there are in that church 
more than in any other, we, by our con- 
du£t, give our fanftion to them, and, as 
far as our influence extends, recommend 
and enforce them. 

If, therefore, you be a believer in the 
one true God the Father, and in other re- 
fpe&s, maintain the purity of the gofpel 
principles; you not only txpofe your own 
minds to perpetual difqu.et and uneafinefs, 

by 
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by habitually joining in the fervice of the 
eftablilhed church; which is, throughout, 
founded on principles very different from 
yours but chriftianity in general is offend- 
ed at your conduce, as you virtually oppofc 
all reformation, and contribute to entail all 
its errors and abufes upon it. Indeed, I 
cannot help thinking, that a man who is 
properly in earned in religion, who confi- 
ders of what importance genuine chrifti- 
anity is, and how exceedingly unlike to it 
is the whole fyftem on which the Englifh 
hierarchy is founded, muft be daggered 
when' he weighs thefe things in his own 
mind. 

Going to church in a conftant way, is 
not going in the character of a Jpeftator. 
If you be obferved to be there conftantly, 
you will be fuppofed to prefer that method 
of worfhip. You will, likewife, be fup- 
pofed not only to be feeing what is done 
there, but alfo to have fomething to do 
yourfclves. You are fuppofed to join in 
the prayers of the church; and, therefore, 
to pay divine worlhip to inferior and de- 
rived beings, as if they were the true and, 
very God\ which is certainly undifguifed 
impiety and idolatry. 

Think not that this fpecies of idolatry, 

though 
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though not fo malignant as fome other 
ipecies of it, is, therefore, innocent and 
that it has no praftical conferences. The 
afcription of divine honours to Jefus Chrift, 
befides robbing his God and cur God of the 
honour that is due to himfelf alone, and 
of the glory which be willnot give to another ; 
is a dangerous depravation of the idea of 
God. By making more Gods than one, 
you unavoidably make a diftribution of di- 
vine attributes; fo that the all-perfe£t 
character of diety will be found in none of 
them, and no being will be left pofleffed 
at the fame ti me of all the ven Table and ami- 
able attributes that we ought to afcribe to 
himi by which means the purity and ge- 
nuine fpirit of devotion will be greatly de- 
bafed. And there is no doubt, a near con- 
nexion between this opinion of the proper 
divinity of Chrift, and other notions held 
by fomechriftians, which imply the great- 
eft refleftion upon the moral government 
ofGcdi and, as far as they operate, muft 
be prejudicial to virtue among men. 

So unlike to genuine primitive chrifti- 
anity are all the ecclefiaftical eftablilhments 
in Europe, and fo much in the fpirit of 
this world are they conducled, that it is 
no wonder ihxt perfons who inquire but 

little 
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little, and who judge of chriftianity by 
what they fee, are, fo many of them, un- 
believers. Byjcin'ng thefe corrupt efta- 
blifhmenrs, therefore, you promote the 
caufe of infidelity; whereas*by joining 
with a fociety of chriltians, who profefs 
the gofpel in its original fimplicity; or, at 
leafl, are in a fituation in which they are 
at libeity to bring it to that fimplicity, you 
bear your »teftimony againft all the cor- 
ruptions of this divine religion ; you reprc- 
fent it in an amiable light to mankind; 
and without fpeakinax>r writing in its de- 
fence, are advocatR for the truth, and 
preachers of righteoufnefs in the world. 

If this be to be a diflenter, it is certainly 
arefpeftable and important character. . 
Learn then, my brethren, to reverence 
your profeflion, and confider it as a thing 
that is as much fuperior to any ecclefiafti- 
cal eftablifhment, as a fcheme which has an 
eternal world for its objeft, is fuperior to 
all fchemes of worldly policy; as much 
fuperior to them, as Chrift, whom^lone 
you acknowledge to be your legiflator, is 
fuperior to the princes and powers of this 
world,whcm thofe who adhere to eftablifh- 
ments acknowledge as their legiflators. 

Diflenters in England are ofcen con- . 
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founded with the Prefbyterians of the kirk 
of Scotland; and time was when thofe who 
go by the name of Prefbyterians in Eng- 
land entertained th - fame principles, and 
would have been glad, either to have unit- 
ed with them, or to have formed themfelves 
upon the fame, or a fimilar plan. Mr. 
Pierce dedicated his Vindication of the Dif- 
fenters to the paftors and minifters of the 
church of Scotland, calling them Brethren, 
and faying that the diflfenters in England 
were united to them in the fame faith, 
worjhipy form of government, defign, and 
brotherly love. But divine providence hap- 
pily prevented the execution of what our 
forefathers earneftly ddired, and has 
brought the difTenters in England into a fi- 
tuation infinitely more favourable to the 
interefls of truth and chriftianity, than 
thev had any idea of themfelves. 

We are, now, far from admitting that 
the members of the church of Scotland 
are any more our brethren, than the 
members of the church of England. A 
charge of any alliance with the Scotch pref- 
byterians would now be confidered as a ca- 
lumny; and if we were difpofed to con- 
form to an eftablifhment, we fhould not 
look fo far North. The two eftablifh- 
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ments in the ifland differ in little more 
than matters of difcipline, which we now 
think to be of little confequence, in com- 
parifon of thole errors in doElrine> which 
lie at the very foundation of the chriftian 
fchemej errors in which they both agree, 
and which they both enforce with the fame 
unrelenting rigour. And there is not 
much more profpeft of things growing 
better in theone than in the other. 

The great advantage which the church 
of Scotland enjoys over the church of 
England, arofe from this fingle, but im- 
portant circumftance, that the former was 
prompted and condu&ed by ihepeople, who 
had nothing but religion in view, and who 
carried their fcheme as far as they thought 
proper; whereas the latter was conducted 
by the civil magi/Irate, who went no far- 
ther in reformation than he could help, 
and modelled the government of the 
church, fo as to make it fubfervient to the 
purpofes of the ftate. 

Hence the Scotch minifters have all de- 
cent and moderate falaries; they have lit- 
tle or no civil power, and pluralities are 
unknown among them* while there re- 
mains a fhameful inequality in the provi- 
fion for the Englifh minifters, fome liv- 
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ing in affluence in palaces, and adding 
one large benefice to another, while others 
of them areabfolutelyftarvingonmiferablc 
curacies; and, notwithftanding an ample 
fufficiency in the revenues of the church, 
are obliged to depend upon the volunta* 
ry contributions of their parifhioners, for 
a neceflary fupport. Here, alfo, the bi- 
fliops, along with the revenues of princes, 
have an extenfive jurifdiftion, and great 
civil power; and while the bifhopricks, 
and, in a manner, all the great benefices 
are, diredtly or indire&ly, at the difpofal 
of the court, a miniftry, be they ever fo 
corrupt, can never want tools to affift them 
in carrying on their moft iniquitous and 
oppreflive fchemes. Witnefs the flavifh 
and abfurd doftrines tsfpaffivi obedience and 
non-refiftance^ fo furioufly inculcated by, 
I may fay, the body of the Engl ilh clergy 
in the arbitrary reigns of the Stewarts. 

•4 



1 



Digitized by Google 



24 A Free Address 



SECTION II. 

Of the Importance of the Bijfenting Inter eft> 
with Refpeft to the civil Inttrefls of the 
Community. 

TLT A V 1 N G confidered the importance 
of the difleming intereft with refpe£fe 
to religion, I lhall now briefly treat of it as 
it refpe&s civil policy. Mr. Hume acknow- 
ledges, that whatever civil liberty is now 
enjoyed in this country, it is owing to 
our anceftors the Puritans, who were 
equally friends to the civil and religious 
rights of their countrymen. For my own 
part, I cannot fay that I confidcr them as 
having been uniform and confiftent friends 
to either; but their fchemes being thwart- 
ed by the court, they were neceflarily 
engaged in theoppofite intereft; and thus, 
from the mere force of oppreflion, with- 
out any greater enlargement of mind, or 
fuperior merit, they became advocates f [ r 
liberty. But ftill it was only liberty for 
themfelves and, their own party, th?t they 
aimed at; and, could they have carried their 
point, theywould have excrcifed as levere 
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a tyranny over the confidences of men as 
their antagonifts. Were they now in pow- 
er, I myfelf fliould expedt to be one of the 
firft victims to their bigotry and rage. It 
rnuft be acknowledged, however, in fa- 
vour of thefe heroes, that intolerance was 
the error of their times, and that no other 
profeffors of chriftianity had any more li- 
beral, or enlarged views than themfelves. 

But whatever were the views of the dillen- 
ters originally, though they were extreme- 
ly narrow and confined at firft, they have 
been fo long the weaker party, and confe- 
quently in an intereft oppofite to the views 
of tyranny and arbitrary power; that, at 
length, they have begun to underftand 
their fituation, and have found the true 
and juft principles, on which the caufe of 
universal liberty may be beft fupported. 
On thefe principles, my brethren, Itruft 
you will always a£t, without troubling your- 
fcives to make any apology for the maxims 
and conduit of our anccftors. If they were 
culpable, let them bear the cenfures they 
deferye. We mult think, and a6t for 
ourfelves. 

So long as we continue diffenters, it is 
hardly pollible that we Ihould be other than 
friends to the civil liberty, and all the e£ 
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fential interefts of our fellow citizens. 
The friends of this great caufe may always 
depend upon us; but ftatefmcn who 
have other views may juftly be jealous 
of us ; and they cannot givea clearer proof 
of their hoftile intentions towards the liber- 
ty of their country, than by uling us with 
rigour. Wit nets the fevere perfecution 
we fuffered in the arbitrary reigns of the 
Stewarts, the meafures that were taking 
with us towards the clofe of the reign of 
queen Ann, and the indulgence that has 
been (hown us fince the happy revolution, 
under king William of glorious memory. 

In all this, we claim no particular merit. 
Diflenting minifters, being chofen by their 
people, will naturally enter into the views of 
their people, in civil as well as religious mat- 
ters; and the diflenting laity, not being 
noblemen, or men of verv large fortunes, 
will have in general, the fame intcreft 
the bulk of their fellow iiibje£ts. Differ- 
ing minifters, therefore, as far as their in- 
fluence in a political light is of any conse- 
quence, will naturally enter into the in- 
tereft of the people at large. It is for the 
famereafon that the eftablifhed c crgy may 
be fuppofed to favour the court, as it has 
difpofrl of bifhopricks and rich bene- 
L . 1 fices. 
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fices. The maxim No bijhop, no king, i. c. 
. no arbitrary king, might juftly have had 
weight with wifer princes than our James 
the firft. 

It is alfo natural for the di (Tenters to wifh 
well to every mild adminiftration, which 
fecurcs to them their privileges, and op- 
pofes the attempts of a bigotted and hcad- 
ftrong multitude, of clergy or laity, to op- 
prefs them. For the fame reaibn, too, 
when the country, by its eftablifhed laws, • 
favours the intereft of the diflenters, fo that 
they have a legal right to their privileges, 
they naturally confider their country, and 
its laws, as their guardians, and will ftre- 
nuoufly oppofe all the encroachments of the 
prerogative on the conftitution, and on 
the rights of the fubje&s in general. For 
they muft be fenfible, that the eftablifhed 
laws of a free community muft be a better 
fecurity for their privileges, than the will 
of any fingle man whatever. They have 
too much at ftake to be willing to hold it 
on fo p:ecarious a tenure. 

Jt alio clearly follows, from the fame 
principle of felf-interejt, independent of 
gratitude, that the more indulgence dif- 
lenters meet with from the government, 
the ftronger will be their attachment to it. 
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Though, therefore, it Xliould fcem proper to 
the legiflature to give a preference to one 
rnode of religion, by a legal proviflon for 
the maintenance of its minifters, it is clearly 
for its intcreft to attach all diflenters to it, 
as much as poflible by a participation of 
tivil privileges •> and it is both injustice, and 
bad policy, in civil governors, to debar 
themlelves from the fervice of men of abi- 
lity and integrity, and, at the fame time, 
to alienate their affedttons, by iuch an op- 
probrious exclufton from civil honours. 

Yet, though I think it right that thefc 
things (hould be publicly laid, that they may 
have weight with thofe whom it may con- 
cern, far would I be from encouraging the 
leaft tendency towards rifaffc&ion in the 
diflenters to the prefent conftkution of 
England. Imperfect as it is aud hard as 
the prefent laws bear upon us diflenters in , 
lpme refpedts, our fituation in lingland is, 
upon the whole, fuch ^s we have great rca- 
fpn to be thankful to divine providence for, 
being abundantly more eligible than it 
would be in any other country in th - world \ 
afid it i$ not lb defirable to obtain even a juft 
right by clamour and contention, as by 
the continuance cf a prudent and peace* 
able behaviopr, 

This 
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This may convince our legiflators, that 
we are deferving of their indulgence. 
Men who harbour no refentment, though 
under a r r ft rain t, of the injuftice and un- 
reafonablefs of which they are fully fenfible, 
mul( be poflefled of generofity enough to 
be capable of the molt grateful and firm 
attachment to the hand that frees them from 
the reftraint. If a man have magnanimity 
enough not to bear malice againft an enemy, 
much more will he be fufceptible of a ge- 
nerous zeal for his friend. 

Belides, though, from a regard to the 
honour and intereft of our country, it is 
to be wifhed that diflenters might be ad- 
mitted to all civil offices of honour and 
trufi, in common with others, their fellow- 
fubje&s, who have no better title to them 
in other relpefts: yet a perfon whofhoukl - 
confult the intereft of the diflenters only, 
as a body of men who feparate themfelves 
from a principle of religion, without regard 
to the intereft ot the community at larg?, 
mighc, perhaps, hefuare about taking any 
. fteps to procure an enlargement ot their 
privileges, 

Protefling a religion which inculcates 
upon us that we are not of this world, but 
only in a courle of difcipline, to train us up 
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tor a better, it is worth confidering, whether 
a fituation, in which more (cope would 
be given to ambition, and other paffions, 
the tendency of which is to attach us to this 
world, is to be wiflied for by us. Should 
not a chriftian, as iuch (though he ftiould 
by no means fecrete himfelf from fociety, 
or decline any opportunity of ferving his 
friend or his country, when divine Provi- 
dence feems to call him out to the fphere 
of adtive life) be content to pafs unmolcfted 
in the private walks of lire, rejoicing, as 
his mafttr did, in doing all kind offices 
to his tellow creatures, without afpirirg at 
civil power, and thofe honorary diftin&i*;ns, 
wi h which the hearts of the men of this 
world are fo much captivated, and, very 
often, fo fatally infnarcd. 

As our Lord warned his difciples, that 
the wcr/d would /eve its own^ and would 
hate them, becaufe they were net of the 
world, and ttathe who would follow him, 
rr.ult take up h:s crcjs to do it; is :t Lot, 
itttris pciribuS) mere probable, that we 
are thefe difciples, when wc iufici icme de- 
gree of perfecution, and a^e rather frovincd 
upon by the j.o,\trs of this world, than if 
wc had tree accefs to all tl-.e emolumu ts of 
it? Certainly, iuch a fituat on is far mere 
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favourable to our gaining that fuperioritf 
of mind to the world, which is required 
of all chriftians, whatever be their ftation 
in it. We know that if perfection Jhould 
arife> on account of thi word* we mull be 
ready to forfake houfes, lands, relations, 
and all die endearments of life, rather than 
make fhipwreck of faith and of a good 
confeiencej and that, in thofe trying times, 
if we deny Chrift, hcwillalfodeny us. Then 
he that would fave his life, (hall lofe it, 
and he only that is willing to lofe his life, 
lliall fave it to life eternal. This, chrif- 
tians, is the tenure on which we hold all the 
bleffing* of th$ gofpeL 

Now, if this be the temper to which we 
are to be formed, whether perfecution {hould 
actually arife, or not, what kind of a fitu- 
ation fliould we (from the knowledge we 
have of human nature) prefcribe, as the 
moft favourable for the purpofe? Certain- 
ly, not one in which we (hould have no- 
thingtobear or tofuffer, and in which every 
thing ihouid be "juft as we could wilh it. 
A mind accuftomed to this treatment would 
be ill-prepared for encountering the various 
hardihips of thechriftian warfare, in a time 
of perfecution. In a fituation in every re- 
fpeft favourable to the purfuits and enjoy- 
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irents of this life, it would not be eafy for 
a man 10 attain to any thing like a fatisfat?- 
tory convi&ion, that he had . the proper 
temper and difpofuion of a chriftian. Ha- 
bits of mind are not acquired- by putting 
cafes (which, however, perfons would 'lit- , 
tie think of doing, when ihe cafes were not 
likely to occur j but by aftual experience and 
feeling. A habit of caution can never be 
given to a child by admonition only; It 
is by frequent hurts that he learns to take 
care of himfelf. So likewife courage and 
fortitude are acquired by being frequently 
cxpofed to pains and hard (hips, by exert- 
ing our powers, and feeling the benefit of 
fuch exertion. »t. 4 • 

All thefe things duly conGdered, a man 
who entertains the truly enlarged fentiments 
of chriftianity, and is fenfible how momen- 
tary and inlignificaot are all the things of 
this world, in comparifon with thofe of a 
future, will, in proportion to the influence 
of thefe views, be lefs impatient of the dif- 
ficulties and reftraints he may lie under in 
a civil capacity. He will more eafily ac- 
quiefce in a fituation not pertedtly eligible, 
when he is prepared even to bear the greateft 
fufferings that can befall him in this life 
with chriftian fortitude, patience, and re- 

Agnation ; 



Digitized by Google 



To Protestant Dissenters. 31 

. . fignatnn* at the fame time that the benevo- 
lence of his heart is always ready to take 
the form of the moft generous pacriotifm, 
whenever there occurs a clear, and great 
caufe to exeit it. If a true chriftian be con- 
fcious that he is engaged in a good caufe, 
he, of all men, has the lead reafbn to fear 
what men can do unto him y and therefore 
" he is more to be depended upun, in any 
critical emergence, than any other perlon 
whatever. 

A diflenter, then, who is fo upon prin- 
ciple, who has, confequently, the jufteft 
notions of the nature and importance of 
civil and religious libertv; who is, on many 
accounts, thoroughly fenfible of the blef- 
fings of a mild and equal government, and, 
therefore, heartily attached to the intereft 
oftiut contfitu.tion which allows him the 
rights which he values fo highly; whofe 
mind is prepared to bear irremediable hard- 
fhips with patience, but whofe aftive cou- 
rage, in cafes in which the great interefts of 
h s country call him to exert himfelf, may 
be depended upon, is a very valuable 
member of civil fociety. Such a man will 
fvjorn the mean arts ot couit intrigue. If 
he can gain his iaudab'e ends, and bead* 
n.itted to his natural rights, asaloyalBri- 

C5 tifti 
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tifh fubje&, by fair and open means, 
will not defpieit-, but he will rather con- 
tinue to futier unjuftly, than proftitute his 
intereft to a corrupt, profligate, and op- 
prcflive adminiftration. 

■ 

SECTION III, 

Of the manner in which Dijfenters ought to 
jpeak or write concerning the Church of 
England. 

SO long as perfons are Jincere in their 
profeffion of any form of religion, 
they are certainh' intuled to our candour 
and refpeft. Integrity is the chief excel- 
lence oi every moral agent, and claims our 
cfteem and veneration even in a papift, a 
mahometan, oi an heathen. The man who 
loves and feeks after truth, and who con- 
fcicntioufly obeys i r , u herever he but thinks 
he has found it, will, no doubt, be ac- 
cepted of God, though his faith Ihould 
happen to he ever fo erroneous, and his 
^practice, founded upon it, ever fo abfurd. 
And without the chriftian virtue? of mutual 
love, candour, and forbearance, the 
foundeft chriftian faith will ftand for no- 
thing. 

The 
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The truth of thcfe fentiments is acknow- 
ledged, felt, and contended for, by the 
author of this addrefs-, and by fome he will 
be blamed for extending the benefit of them 
to papifts and infidels. But let us, with a 
due regard ro truth and fmcerity, confider 
in what manner they ought to influence our 
condudt with refpetft to thofe who differ 
from us in religious principles and prac- 
tices. 

If the truth which we hold, and which 
others deny, appear to us to be of impor- 
tance, and especially of praftical impor- 
tance (as certainly thofe opinions are which 
divide the rational diflenters from the church 
of England) our love of truth, and of 
mankind fhould concur to make us zealous 
in taking every prudent method to con- 
vince them of their errors, and make them 
converts to the truth-, by fetting the evi- 
dence and importance of the latter in its juft 
Ught, and by no means concealing the ab- 
furdity and dangerous tendency ot the for- 
mer. 

Upon every fair occafion, therefore, let 
the rational diflVnter fpeak and write with 
thefimplicy and fearlefs integrity of a chris- 
tian, openly averting the great doc- 
trines of the proper unity of God, 

C 6 and 
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and the equity of his moral govern- 
ment, in oppofition to what is in re- 
ality trithcijm> and the dodtrines of abso- 
lute predeilination and reprobation by 
whomfoever they may be held; and let us 
claim for ourfeives and others that equal li- 
lerty^ to which we have a natural and a di- 
vine right, of thinking and afting for our- 
lelves in all religious matters, whoever they 
be that would abridge us of it, by aiTurning 
ti'thority in matters ot faith. In every 
other rcfpe&j alio, in which our opinions 
and practices are different fom thofe <f 
pthers, let us, if we have occafion to men- 
tion them at all, fpeak or write with perfeft 
freedom, and with a degree of zeal propor- 
tioned to their importance. 
. Many of the modern friends of church 
power in Engl nd affect tQ allow difknters 
to think for themfelves, but deny them the 
liberty of writing againft the eftab ifhment; 
ar-d manv diflfchtcrs a'-ib feem to enter into 
the fame ^biuiddiftin&ion. If they can be 
permitted qutttly to enjoy thdr own opi- 
nio 1 2nd mode of wo ftvp, they think it 
wrong ^ven to fpeak difrefpcfHully of the re- 
ligion of their country, notwithttanding the 
greateft infults and provocations They 
t vc n take u P°h themfeives to be offended 
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with any perfon who (hall fo much as make 
the leaft companion with refpedt to the 
ftate of religious knowledge in the two par- 
ties, in order to (hew the advantage of the 
fituation of one of them, for improvements 
in religion, above that of the other. But 
what does common fenfe, the pra&ice of the 
primitive chriftians, and that of the re- 
formers from popery, lay upon this fub- 
ject? 

Can any man maintain the truth of his 
own opinion, without ihewing the abfurdity 
of that which is diredtly contrary to it, and 
efpecialiy if he be in fuch a fituation, that 
he mull: cxprefsly deny what another has 
previonfly afierced? How then can 1 ex- 
hort diflfrnte- s to value their fituation asfucb> 
if I do not fhevv them how much it is pre- 
ferable to that of thofe from whom they dif- 
fent? It may, perhaps, be poffible for a 
perfon exceedingly well (killed in the art 
of writing and fineffe* to do the one without 
the other; but it is impoflible he fliould do 
the one without thinking of the other, and 
even keeping it conltantly in view-, and 
certainly to fupprefs what a man thinks, 
efpecialiy when it is that which alone can 
give any weight, energy, or even propriety 
to what he is faying, mult be a mode of 

writing 
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writing conftrair.ed, artificial, unnatural, 

and inefte&ud. 

The primitive chiiflians appear to have 
known nothing of this refined difvin&ion, 
but in their apologies for chriftianity in- 
veighed with the utmoft freedom againft 
the eftablifhed religions of the counrries in 
which they lived. Paul did the fame, 
without the !eaft fcrupleor referve, upon all 
occafionsi as alfo did h ; s and our great 
matter; who never fpared the abfurd and 
mifchtvicus dodrines that prevailed in his 
time, to the corruption ot a true and di- 
vine religion. And the reformers from 
popery followed their example, in expref- 
fing upon all occafions, their heneft indig- 
nation againft the absurdities and ufurpations 
of the church of Rome. 

\\ hv then fhculd nor we, who diflent 
from the Church of England, as they did 
from the church of Rome, take the fame 
liberty, in proportion to their importance, 
with her absurdities and ufurpations. If we 
think that the church of England \snoi charge- 
able v.ith fu< h thirgs we are not difienters, 
and ought not to continue the feparation. 
On the other band, if we think that the 
church cfrngla r d rV chargeab'e wi h great 
errors, and unjufiifiable ufurpations, and 

fcruple 
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fcruple to fay fo, we have not that zeal for 
truth and liberty that becomes ditfenters* I 
may add that becomes chridians. 

But the prefent age, verging to infideli- 
ty, and an indifference to all the forms of 
religion, and to religion itfelf, brands with 
the cenfure of unpolitenefs, every thing that 
looks like moleiting the religious opi- 
nions of others, be they ever lb errone- 
ous or dangerous; anJ the man who thinks, 
feels, and writes like a chriftian $ who loves 
his religion, and values the purity of it; 
and who exprefies his generous indignation 
at the ufurpations of fome, and the fervi- 
lity of others with refpeft to it, mud be 
called a bigot, and an illiberal minded perfon. 
With fuch may I ever be deemed a bigot. 
I (hall be proud of the character, and fhall 
begin to think bigotry to be a term fynony- 
mous to integrity, honefty, generofity, and 
every thing that is manly and liberal be- 
longing to human nature. 

Thefe fpecious principles, which have 
their fource in infidelity , have infe&ed many 
members of the church of England, and 
fliflcnters alfo, who a*e not, at lead, not 
yet unbelievers. But certainly fuch dif- 
fenters are lead acquainted with the true 
principles of their difleat, and mud be the 
C lead 
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leaft valuable^ and the leaft: Jlabli part of 
the intcreit. Accordingly, iw !ee tbatthofe 
diflente r s, who Ipeak with this extreme 
tendernels, charity, and refpedl concerning 
the church of England (notwithftanding, 
ii they were afta!, they could not deny 
their dilbdief of more of her principles 
than any other denomination of dillenters) 
iind the 1c. ft difficulty in conforming to the 
church; and for the fame re^fon, would 
find as little diffi uky in joining the church 
of Ro;r.e, the church of Mahomet, or any 
church in the world ; and their minds would 
be as little fhocked with the idea of even 
corf ant conformity to any of them. For 
it f .ppofes only the faire difrgard to 
religious truth, and the rights ot confei- 
tnce. 

But let fuch perfons confider how, as I 
have oblerved before, and cannot repeat 
too (ften, with this excels of e ndour, and 
fupp cmG of conference, any of the pri- 
mitive chnitians couid evtr have died 
man rs to their religion ; or whether there 
could h ive been any fuch thing z&p&Ji- 
CUtit r for ibe crofs oj Ckrijl ? 

T he uC rine of toleration nd religious 
libe ty is now maintained on two very d f- 
fcrtTit, anu evea oppofite grounds. The 
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one is an indifference to all religion, and an 
opinion of the abfolute infignificance of 
all the diftinftions of it; and the other its 
exceeding great importance to every man 
fingly confide reds fothat every thing be- 
longing to it is held facred with him, and 
he cannot, upon any confideration, fur- 
render his own right of determining con- 
cerning it, to any man, or body of men, 
upon earth. 

Thole who are advocates for toleration 
upon the former ground, are unbelievers 
in chrijlianity, and perfons who are go- 
verned by poliiical confiderations only ; 
who think it foily to d.lhirb the peace of 
ibciety for the f.ike of trifles, and who 
have feen in hiftory how much feveral 
itates have been injured by adopting per- 
fecting meafures. But, upon the fame 
principles, thefe perfons would not fcruple 
to give up all regard to thofe infignificant 
opinions, and pretended rights of confci- 
ence, if they faw thr.t the ou ward fplen- 
dor, power, and wealth of the ftate re- 
quired it. Thefe unbelieving ftatefmen 
have, therefore, within them the princi- 
ples of the co )left and molt unrelenting 
perfecution ; and, without believing one 
iylLble cf the matter, are capable of con- 
forming 
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forming themfelves, and of enforcing the 
ftrifttft obedience in others, to any fchemc 
of religion in the world. Nay the Bifhopof 
Glouafter, Dr. Balguv, and otheis, who 
are not infidels, avowedly go upon this 
ground, and maintain even :he obligation 
of the civil magiltrate to eftablifh the re- 
ligion of the majority of his fubjects, 
withour making any diftin&ion with re- 
fpeft to the poffibility of its being ever fo 
impious or abfurd. Certainly fuch prin- 
ciples as ihefe are highly dangerous and 
alarming, and yet they are lpreading 
every cLy, 

On the other hand, thofe who are ad- 
vocates for religious liberty uf on the o- 
ther ground, namely, an opinion cf the 
exceeding great importance of religious 
principles, are fincere lelievers of chrif- 
tianitv, and the farrheft in the world from 
thinking that rel gion is a thing to be re- 
gulated by, and made fubfervient to civil 
policy, when no confiderations relating to 
this world are worthy to be named with 
it. In a thing lo interefting, it is their 
opinion, that every man, for hnnfelf, 
fiiould be the fole umpire of his own judg- 
m. nt and pradtire, acknowledging no tnaj- 
ter upon earth, fince one is their majter, even 

Cbrtji. 
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Qbrift. And lead of all will they f about 
- their faith and pra&ice in matters of re- 
ligion to the decifion of men, who, on 
account both of their education, and fitu- 
aion in life, muft be very incompetent 
judges of the fubjeft ; and who, in faft, 
have never had its imerelt at heart ; but, 
in all their ecclefiaftical conditutions, have 
been folely influenced by political and 
worldly confiderations. To thofe who • 
afiert their religious liberty upon thefe 
principles, the authority of the Pope, or 
that of the king of England, with the 
impious titles oijupreme he:ids of (be cbunb $ 
a.e held in equ.il comempt*. 

Thefe principles can never, like the 
former, degenerate in o perfecution, for, 
with fuch men, the confcience of eveiy 
individual of their fpecies will be as in- 
violable as their own and upon the fame 
principles that they feel for themfelves, 
they cannot but feel for others. 

Formerly religious liberty had no pro- 
per advocates upon either of thefe grounds. 
Even the diffenters, who thought religion 
to be of importance, imagined tiiat it was, 

* This is by no means intended to deny the authority 
of temporal fovereijns over all perfons within their 
dominions, eccleiialtical as well as others. 
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on that very account, not to be dcferted 
by thofe who were in poffefiion of the ci- 
vil power, and that the btft imerefts of 
s mankind ought to be taken care of in 
fpire of thcmldves. But of late, the ab- 
furdity and dangerous tendency of this 
princi[le has been acknowledged, at kali 
by the rational duTentcrs ; and they have 
become advocates for religious liberty up- 
on the true, broad, generous, and chrif- 
tian principles above mentioned. 

Butforry I 2m to fee too many of thofe 
who arc called rational dtjfinters, talk more 
like infidels than cbrijtians upon this great 
fubjeft, and treat the moft important re- 
ligious truths with the fame contemptu- 
ous indifference. They are forward to 
acknowledge, upon all occalions, that all 
the difference between them and the eita- 
blifhed church is a mere trifle ; that the 
belief of three, or three hundred gods is 
only a mecaphyfieal fubtlety, of no prac- 
tical confequence whatever; and that e- 
ven the doftrines of abfolute election and 
reprobation are well enough for the com- 
mon people, who will always be fool.fli 
and fuperitiuous, and whom it is not worth 
the while to take any pains with, or to 1 un 
any rifque to let right. With this dcclar- 

* 
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cd indifference to fyftems of religion, it 
is no wonder that they are diLofed t > 
think favourably of eftablifhments in ge- 
neral, and of that of their own country in 
particular; and that tbey are offended 
when any perfon, more ferious and in 
earned than themfelves, afferts the true 
diffenting principles, wUh a warmth and 
zeal fuited to their importance. 

I was in hopes, that this difpofi ion, lb 
unworthy of chnftians, and efpecially of 
proteftant diflenters, had been confined 
to a few, who mnht have learned their 
principles of toleration from Voltaire or 
Roufleau ; but feveral circumftances have 
occurred of late, and particularly the re- 
ception which the former edition of this 
Addrefs has met with, which give: but too 
much reafon to fufpeft, that the evil has 
fpread farther than I had imagined. For 
I cannor conceive that any periods fhould 
be much offended eitrer at the fentiments 
or the manner of [his Addrefs, except thofe 
who (though perhaps unknown to them- 
felves) are influenced by fuch principles as 
I have here animadvert d upon. In this 
view the unpopularity of this Addrefs, a- 
mong thole dillenters for whwfe life it was 
particularly intended, gives me ieiious 

concern. 
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coin crn. For their fakes it is that, in this 
edition, I have added the reflections which 
are the fubjedt of this fection, and to which 
1 wifh they would give their atten:ion, 
with the fame ferioufnefs with which they 

were written. 

If there be no weight in what I have 
obferved, do you, with equal plainnefs, 
produce your own jlrong reajons againft * 
me 5 bur, for God's fake, do not, my bre- 
tnrt-n, in a cafe of this importance, de- 
termine and adt without thinking, or in- 
fluenced by fuch fuperfichl fentiments, 
as have weight with none but men of plea- 
sure and fajhion, who never properly think 
"about reli-ion ; who, confequcntly, know 
nothing of the fubjed, and therefore can 
be no judges of its importance, or of the 
manner in which it ought to affedt the hearts 
and theconduft of reafonable beings. 

Believe me, 1 feel nothing for the ere* 
dit of a fhort and anonymous compofition, 
but, if I know my own heart, 1 feel for 
you, I ft el for the cauje to which you give 
your names i and I hope that I feel ftilL 
more for that great caufe> from its relation 
to which only every inferior denomination 
of religion derives its value and impor- 
tance. And die turn of thinking, the pre- 
valence 
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valence of which 1 lament, appears to me 
to be diametrically oppofice to the ge- 
nuine fpirit of chriftianity ; and would 
be fo far from leading a man to d j and to 
fuffer what Chrift, and his immediate fol- 
lowers did, that it wouid rather difpofe 
him to ridicule them, as men who turned 
the world upjide down for the fake of mere 
Speculative opinions, and who could nor. be 
content to think with the w'je> and aft with 
the vulgar. This, which is known to have 
been the fpirit both of the heathen pbilo- 
Jophy of old, and of infidelity in modern 
times, is too like the principle of many 
profefTing chriftians, and even thofe who 
call themfelves rational d (Tenters. They 
are fo much alike, that one of them is cer- 
tainly the parent, and the othrr the child* 
But, my brethren, if there be any thing 
facred in religious truth, let it infpire the 
breafts of us who profeis to maintain it; 
and if any religious t;urhs be of impor- 
tance, asafFe&ing a man's heart and life, 
or as comprehended under any definition 
that can be framed of important truths, 
federal of tnem will certainly be found 
among thofe which we profeis as dtjfcnters, 
the very contrary of them b-ing aflcrred 
among the thirtv nine articles of the church 
of EngUnd. If you have no zeal for the 

diffent- 
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diflenting intereft, as it now Jlands, you 
mud think your anceftors fools and mad 
to have i'c. fuch a value upon it as it 
ftcod in their times. For, certainly, you 
cannot think the bufinefs of a fwplice, 03 
be equally worth contending for with the 
dodtrine of the divine unity, or that we 
ought to objedt to kneeling at the Lord's 
jupptr as flrenuoufly as againft the doc- 
trines of abj&lute predejlination and repro- 
baticiiy and o:hers conne&ed with them ; 
and the principles of liberty among the old 
puritans were certainly narrow and con- 
fined in comparifon with ours. As the 
caule of the diflenters haJMb greatly im-* 
proved in real value, we ought certainly 
to encreafe in our zeal for it and attachment 
to it ; and to be more indifferent in thefe 
circumftances, as is apparently the cafe with 
many, muft argue a want of thought, a 
want of knowledge, or of love for truth. 

I do not write th s to exufperate any 
man. I hope 1 (hall not exafperate any 
ferious member of the church of England. 
If he be ferious and in earned himiclf, he 
will execufe another, who thinks that he 
has equal caufe to be ferious and in earn- 
ed ; and it is not with the truly pious and 
worthy , that even an intemperance of 
zeal, and^.^/d? exprejfions that may appear 

incon- 
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inc^nfiderate and unjuftifuble, that will 
makcamanchcobje6lcitherof^/2^rorofr/- 
dicule. Warm and ingenuousheartswillcom- 
pare their own feelings with mine, and will 
make thofe allowances for me, which they 
would wilh to have made for themfelves. 

With numbers in the eftablifh^d Church, 
I believe, my heart is in perfeft un'ifon. 
.With fome of them I know, and feel it to 
bz lb. They are m.n who, if they do 
not approve of the wh>le fyltem, make 
the b^itufe of their Gcuation, in employ- 
ing their moil earneft endeavours to bring 
about a reformation of whatever they arc 
convinced is amifs in ir; though their 
pious labours are countera&ed by thofe 
who yet let, but who, it is to hoped, 
wiilj in due time, be -taken out, of the way, 
Wirh thefe peribns, not.vithftanding we 
may, in ib.ne rdpefls, fee ea:h others 
fituation in differen: lights* it is. not .pot- 
fible thai 1 fli >uld have any difference of 
confequencc. It aw oily confift in the 
choice of means to gain the fame great 
ends ; fo that, though the pjm we are 
adting be confiderably different, we muft 
mutually rejoice in each other's fuccefs ; 
and that fympathetic union of heart and 
objects, that lus commenced here, will, I 

E> ' truft, 
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ruft, be completed, and be a (burce of mu* 
ual congratulation and happinefs hereafter, 

SECTION IV. 

.Cbfervations on the Expence attending the 

Dijfenting lnterejl. 

SOME of you, my brethren, I am 
afraid, are difcouraged, and are ready 
to quit the diffenting intcreft, becaufe it 
is txpetifcve to you. You think it hard to 
be taxed by the government very high, 
and contrary to all principles of equity, in 
order to maintain the ecclefiartical efta- 
blilhunent of your country, and ar the fame 
time raife falaries for the maintain.mce of 
your own minifters, befides being fre- 
quently called upon to contribute towards 
building meeting-houfes, houles for mi- 
nifters, funds for the education of minis- 
ters, for the relief of their widows, &c. 
-&c. &c. I own that all thefe things are 
-incident to you as diflenters; they are ne- 
" ceflarily expenfive, and, I think the times 
are fuch, that thefe neceflary expences 
maft rather increafe than diminiili. But 
this is not a thing to be complained of, if 
the caufe be worth fupporting at the ex- 
pence ; and I hope enough has been faid 
already, to put that beyond a doubt. - 
-3 I trull 
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t truft there are none among us of fo 
fordid a difpofition, as ro think that no- 
thing is worth money, but money itfelf, 
or fuch things as may be bought with it, 
in the ordinary method of traffic. The 
gift of Qod, faid Peter to Simon Ma- 
gus, is not to be pwchafcd with money* 
hut is a thing of unfpejjcably more value. 
And, certainly, ufeful truth of all kinds, 
and efpecially religious truth, though not 
to be bought with money, is of infinitely 
more value than money ; and to £>e fear- 
ing of money, in a qaufcin which religion 
and truth may be promoted, is the moft 
contemptible p^rfimony. Liberty, 
together with the o her great natural rights 
of mankind, is to be ranked in the fame 
dais. They are things in v.h'-ch price has 
no concern, but they are abwe all price; 
and in a caufe in which they are lb clearly 
concerned, no man of a generous 
mind will ever repent of his expenses, 
though he be not able to demonftratc 
. what he has gained, by the method of 
profit and loj'sy in his books of accompt* 
Yjou may net be fo rich after fuch ex- 
pences ; but yourfelves and your pofterity, 
may be more wife, free, and happy. 
Confider, my brethren, in what cnan- 
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ner chriftianity operated upon the minds 
of men when it was firft piomulgated, 
Of fo little value did the primitive chrif- 
tians think the things of this world, in 
icomparifon of the great caufe of chrifti- 
anity, that, without any command from 
God, they made no difficulty of throwing 
€very thing they had into a common (lock, 
to be applied to the advantage of the com- 
mon caufe, at the difcretion of cerrain 
ftewards, chofen by themfelves for that 
purpofe. They were men fo detached from 
this world, and had their vie^s fo much 
fixed upon another, that they thought the 
beft ufe they could make of all their pof- 
fefiions here, was to make 'them fubfer- 
vient to their intereft hereafter. The y let 
ao bounds to the application of this rule, 
concerning the true ufe of riches. They 
gave all they had, and kept nothing back. 
And did the circumftances of chriftianity 
at prefent require it, we fhould not deferve 
the name of chriftians, if we hefitated a 
moment about doing the fame. 
. But though there be no occafion to do 
what they did, let us follow the fame rule. 
They did what their times required $ let 
us do what our times require, and do it 
without grudging. You can never dif- 
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pofe of your wealth in a manner that wilf 
give more fatisfa&ion to a mind that fees 
things in their true light, than by making 
ft fubfervient to the interefts of truth, li- 
berty, and genuine chriftianity ; and this, 
I believe, is the eaufe I am pleading, wherv 
I plead that of the proteftam diflenting- 
intereft in England and Ireland. 

I do not, however, fuppofe that the cir- 
cumftances the diflenting intereft is in ac 
prefent, by any means require, that you 
Ihould materially injure your fortunes, or 
your families, in its fuppoft. ft will be 
abundantly fufficienr, if your expenses on 
this head only come near thofe you aftn- 
ally do make on other accounts, wh'ch 
yourfeives, if you were- afked, would ac- 
knowledge to be of lefs u r e; and fo far 
the diffenting intereft has aktft claim up- 
on you ; and you are debtors to the caufe 
of truth and liberty, if you have hitherto 
done lef*. The obligation to contribute 
iYi cafes of this nature, is, by no means, 
the lefs, becaufe it can never be defined 
what particular fum, or what proportion 
of 7our fortune, you ought to expend. 
In this refpeft, no perfon has a right to 
thx you, nor may you be able to fix any 
txaft bounds to yourfeives. It is the fame 
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in cafes of common charity, apd a varied 
of other things, of which rnflances ©ccur 
every day, which are ail of unquefihnabk* 
though of indefinite, and various obliga- 
tion T and with refpeft to which, the ge- 
nerous will a& generouflv, and the mean- 
fp iritcd will, like t hemic Ives, aft meanly. 

It may affift you to feel, and aft with 
propriety upon this occafion, to confider 
what your heroic anceftors did and fuffered 
in the fame caufe, and how much you owe 
lo their liberality. How many hundreds 
andthoufands of the old puritans, men of 
wbcm the world was not wcrtby, bore with 
chearfulnefs the failing of their goads, and 
lubmiited to heavy fines and confifcacioos, 
till they were abiolutely impoverithed, ra- 
ther than relinquifli what they were per- 
suaded W9s the caufe of truth and liberty^ 
and therefore the caufe of God. 

Confider how many years they bore 
cruel imprifonments, under which num- 
bers of them languithed and died, in the 
imperious reign of queen Elizabeth, and 
the more oppreflive reigns of the Stew- 
arts ; fo that many men of opulent for- 
tunes, who were qualified to make a fi- 
gure in their native country, were glad to 
lake refuge from th« ftorm of perfection* 

on 
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Oft the then inhospitable coafts of North- 
America, expofed to an inclement climate* 
' and the fury of intra&ible favages (but 
who had more companion than the hack- 
neyed tools of a wicked adminiftration at 
home) glad, at this rifque, to procure 
what they thought the invaluable privi- 
lege of worfhipping their Maker accord- 
ing to the dictates of their confeiences, 
unmolefted. 

Confider the glorious fcene that was ex- 
hibited on the ever memorable St. Bartho- 
lomew, A. D. 1662, a fcene which few 
Countries befides England can boalb of, 
when two thou/and minifters did not hefr- 
tateto throw up their church preferments, 
Pfrany of them without any other tefource, 
rather than violate their confoiences, by 
complying beyond their fentiments in' re- 
ligious nutters. And this they did, thQiigh 
many of the things impofed upon* them 
were acknowledged to be, in thcmfelves/ 
matters of indifference. Of fo muclxcon- 
fequence did they juftly thinU it, not to* 
admit a right in any men, or body of 
men, whatever, of prefcribing and impoftng 
any thing, with refpeft to that religi- 
on, of which Chrift alone is the fu- 
preme heads, fo as by law to make that 
' D 4 nsceffary,. 
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neceflary, which he left indifferent. What 
would they have felt, and how would they 
have atted, had their minds been enlight- 
ened as ours are now 3 and, confequently, 
had they been perfuaded, that they were 
not only required to fubmit to the impo- 
fitions of men in matters of religion, but 
to the impofition of a form of worfliip, 
which, befides containing many articles of 
faith, the very reverfe of the moft impor- 
tant doftrines of genuine chriftianit). as 
delivered in the New Teftament, de'o- 
gated from the facred rights of the only, 
living and true God, and was therfore 
idolatrous. 

Confider, my brethren, the vaft fums 
your ancftftors began to expend, the mo- 
ment they gained a little refpite from the 
perfecution above mentioned, exhaufttd 
as they then were, in erefting places of 
worfhip, in the liberal fupport of their 
minifters, and alfo in the endowments they 
made, of lands and houfe^J^ order to . 
provide for the continuance of that me- 
thod of worfhip which they approved ; and 
the benefit of which we enjoy at this day- 

If you aik how they were able to fup- 
ply thofe expences, I anfwer, that they 

thought the intereft in which they were 
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engaged, of fo much confequence, that 
they were hardly at any other extraordi- 
nary expences. They were men who had 
bo tafte for the fafhionable and expenfive 
pleafures of the age in which- they lived. 
From the higheft to the loweft, rhey were 
men of the greatefl: frugal ity r , and the molt . 
indefatigable induftry in their feveral em- 
ployments; which,, through the bleffing 
of God, proved a never-failing refource 
for the many and large demands that. were 
made upon, them for die common caufe. 
For thele virtues your anceftors were fa 
greatly diftinguifhed in thofe times, that 
thougbthey were alrnoft all of them con- 
cerned in trade, a bankrupt was not known* 
among them for many years. When in~ 
f lances of this kind did happen, fo ftridt 
was their church difcipline,. and fo heinous, 
did they confider the vices which they 
thought to have been inftrumental itt 
bringing men's affairs to that cataftrophe, 
*hat excommunication certainly followed 
upon it; nor could the bankrupt be re- 
ftored to church communion, til! he had x 
clearly demonftrattjd, that .he had not been 
guilty of fraud, extravagance, or want of 
n du ftry ; but that his misfortune was the 
£fc of God 
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I w lb, my brethren, you would review 
the hiftory of the great worthies, froni 
whom you have the honour to be defend- 
ed. Warm your hearts with the recollec* 
tion of whar they did and fuffered, imi- 
tate their laudable induftry, adopt their 
generous zeal ; retrench, like them, the 
fuperfluous expences of a frivolous and 
luxurious age; and be liberal, as they 
were, in the caufe of religion, liberty, and 
Cruth. 

Give me leave to reprefent to you thofe 
circumftances, in the prefent ftate of the 
diflenting intereft, and particularly of its 
minifters, which make a confiderable e*- 
pence abfolutely neceffary to fupporc the? 
caufe, and w rbout which that part of the 
intereft which is moft liberal, and worthy 
of fupport, muft neceflarily decline. The 
intereft in which you* are engaged cannot 
be refpedlable, jmlefs your minifters be 
men of a liberal education, and feel them- 
felves in a fituation, in which they may 
freely think and a£t, as themfelves (hall 
judge the caufe of chriftianity, and your 
intereft demand. This, you muft be fea- 
fible, requires not only a liberal education* 
but likewife a literal fupport. 

If you fay that the minifters of the lafl 
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age had fm^llcr falaries than thofe of the* 
prefent, you fay what is true,, but you de* 
ceive yourfelves at the fame time. They 
did not receive fo much as a fixed Jtipend ; 
but, in many cafes, their families were al- 
molt wholly maintained by the bounty of 
their hearers. 

In Ihorr, minifters, in thofe days,, be- 
ing free from all anxiety about the things 
of this world, either on their own account* 
or that of their families, were at liberty to, 
give their whole attention to the proper' 
duties of their funftion ; and notwithr- 
ftanding minifters feem to have been more 
dependent upon their people, there never 
was a time in which minifters had more, 
influence, and when their reproofs and 
cenfures were more feared. That this wa* 
very much the cafe formed y, t can appeal, 
to the memory of manv perfons now Iiv>- 
ing, or even to what is now the fa<5l, in 
fome parts ofrhe kingdom* where the old 
cuftoms have been religioufly kept up. 

At prefent, though the falaries of mi- 
nifters have been confiderably advanced, 
irr comparifon>of what they were formerly, 
all other advantages are, in general, very 
inconfiderable, and, from the fame caufes* 
oaufl be expe&ed to grow mor* fo# 
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Add to this, that, the price of all nc- 
cefiary provifions is prodigtoufly advanced 
all over England. Moreover the tafle of 
living is much higher than it was, fo that 
the txpences which cujlem, ar leaft, if not 
nature has made nccefiary, in their cafe, 
are more than double of what they were ia 
rhe memory of man. On this account, the 
largeft income of any diflenting minifter is 
barely a decent maintenance for a family,, 
without a poflibility of la)ing up any thing, 
for the ufe of a widow, or children, after 
his death. Indeed^ a genteel congregation 
would think themfelvts difgiaced by the 
mean houfe-keeping, drefs, and appear- 
ance of their minifter, or his family. It 
is unfortunate, alfo, that minifters, by 
being invited to the tables of their richer 
hearers, toa often acquire a tafte for 
high living theoifelves, a tafte which, 
it would be ruinous to tbem to gratify 
at home* 

The confequence of thefe difcourage- 
ments is a cireumftance, which already be- 
gins to be very alarming to the diflenting 
intereft. Formerly, when the miniftry was. 
more reputable, perfons of fome rank and 
fortune educated their fons for it. Many 
of thefe minKters, being eafy in their cir- 
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cumftances, took no care about their dia- 
ries, and were fo far from making a gain 
of godlinefs, or even being fuppoited by 
the intereft, that they contributed to its 
fupport, by p-reaching in places* in which 
the falary kept dwindling, till, after they, 
died, a minifter could not be fupported. 
Many places have been intircly fhut up in this 
manner. 

So well known are the ftraits to which, 
minifters and their families have often been 
reduced, that few are now educated with a 
view to it, except young, perfons, who 
have a turn for learning, and whofe parents 
are unable to make any other provifion for 
them. Even perfons educated in this man- 
ner are fewer every year ; for it is a low way 
of life indeed* that will not produce more 
ptoney % which is the thing that the generality 
of parents chiefly confider; fo that it is now 
no eafy matter to find young perfons to edu- 
cate for the miniftry> though it coft the 
parents little or nothing. 

What, then, is likely to be the confe- 
rence of this deficiency of minders liber- 
ally, educated among the difienters ? The 
intereft muft grow lefs refpedUble, lay 
preachers, and perfons of an enthuafiic tura 
of mind,, and fuperficially inftru&ed, will 

grow 
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grow more numerous, or vacancies among 
us muft be iup plied fiom Scotland-, and 
bow they are fupplicd from this quarter*, 
let the ltate of the diffenting interred in the 
ronh of England teftifv. What religious 
principles are they, that we canexpedl to» 
have brought among us by men who have 
fubicrihed the Scotch confejicn o f faith, and 
the AJfemblfs oatechifm? Befides that, in- 
general, only the rery refufe of the country,, 
and fuch as can get no preferment at home, 
c?n be expe&trd to migrate into England. 
When 1 fay this 1 leave room to fuppofe r 
and I know there are, many exceptions. 

The only method by which thefe evils 
can be remedied, is to make the diflenting- 
miniitry an object worth the attention of 
prrfons of a liberal education, and this is 
only in the power of gentlemen of fortune 
to do.- Exei t you rfelves, my brethren, for 
rhis purpofe. Revive the zeal- of your an- 
ceftors, and difpofe of your fupcrfluou* 
weakh in this good 9 old caufe. Behave to- 
wards your minifters, not with a fuperftiti* 
ous reverence, but with that refpeft which* 
a regard to virtue, learning, and refigiof* 
ought-to enforce. Treat them with gene-' 
rofity, and exaft no fervile compliance* 
iroiu theft} ; but confider them a* your far 
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periors with refpeft to office, whatever 
your rank, in life may be, your equals as 
men and gentlemen, and your inferiors in 
nothing but what will always make fools and 
kna.es fuperior to men of fenfe and virtue. 
There are many congregations of dificnters, 
which fully anfwer this -defcripdoft, nay 
which exceed whatever can be reafonably 
expedled of them. v 

i 

SECTION V. 

Advice to Minifters* 

TT 7ITH the fame freedom with which 
V V * l la * c treated the laity among us* 
I would fubjoin a word of advice to the 
minijlers. Propriety of conduft on your 
part will go a great way towards replacing 
your order \n that refpe&able fituation, in 
which I moft heartily wi(h to fee it. Im- 
bibe the fpirit of your religion, and of your 
office. Without adopting all the auftenty 
of your predeceflbrs, whofe minds were 
made more fevereby the hardfliips they had 
fuffered, refrain from giving into the levi- 
ties of the age in which we live. Let it be 
manifeft that you art no lovers of what is 
called pleafure, or given to diffipation v 
that you arc no flaves to your afpnitt* and 
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have nothing of conceit, or, vanity,, with* 
rtipeft to your perfons, your diels, .or your, 
talents. Avoids alfo^ ail expenfive fhew 
in furniture and ornament of every kind.. 

This caution againft giving into an ex- 
cefllve love of pleafure, and indulging a 
turn for gaity and diflipauon, which are fo 
prevalent in the pr^fent age, is-ftrongly en- 
iorced by a regard to your particular fitua- 
tion, as pcrfons who pretend to think more 
freely than others. You are not unacquaint- 
ed, that the popular cry againft you is* 
that you aft more freely too, and are 
lefe fcrupulous with refpedt to propriety* 
decency, and moral ftri&nefs of behaviour \ 
and the fufpicion is nor, altogether, with- 
out foundation. Such is the nature of man* 
that we are prone to run into extremes y fo 
that, having once called in queftion the 
principles of our ancestors, toe are too apt 
to thjnk them to have been abfurd and wrong 
in every thing. Indeed a great deal oftherr 
external ftrichiefs was certainly fuperftitious, 
apd fome of the good cuftomsthey kept up 
were, with refpeft to them, built on falfe 
principles. Theie, therefore, being thrown 
down, whatever retted upon thtm, how 
good foever in itfelf, falls with them. 

Bur, being, aware of this, let us r my 

brethren! 
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brethren, be upon our guard againft the 
licentioufnefs of reformation. Let us not 
be precipitate, but endeavour to feparate 
the wheat from the chaff and, before we 
ablbliuely rejedt any thing, let us confider, 
wheiher other, and better reafons may not 
be given for it, than thofe by which it has 
been enf reed upon us. Having difcarcied 
every thing of fuperftition, and what is falfe 
and ufeiefs in religion, let us be the more, 
zealous in the obfervance of what appears 
upon examination, to be genuine and uie- 
foL 

1 cannot help thinking that, in this cafe, 
the apoftle's example, to become all things to 
all men\ and his advice about the conduft 
of thofe who are ftrong towards thofe who 
are weak, fhould engage us to a conformi- 
ty, at leaft for a time, in every thing that 
is innocent, to the prejudices of others. 
This we (hall certainly do, if we mean to> 
Rive to others a favourable opinion of our- 
felves, and of our principles; if we have 
any thoughts of winning upon them, and 
do not intend toexafperate them againft us, 
and to induce them, from the mere fpint 
of oppofition, to perfift inobftinately hokU 
ing their errors and prejudices. j 
<Do not fail to inculcate thefe confides 
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tions upon the laity, whofe fituation and 
circumftances lay them under lets reftramt 
than yourfelves; and whofe freedom from 
the prejudices of thrir anceftors is, in many 
cafes, by no me.nns to be placed to the ac- 
count of a love of truth, op can be ca-led 
the refult of mature and fcrious examination. 
Many of them laugh at the Itritt obfervance 
of the Lord's day, and regularity inthetimes 
of puUic and private devotion, as fuperjli- 
tion, and not necelTarily connected tilth 
moral conduit. 1 hey fneer at the doc- 
trines of a trinity in unity, original fin, pre- 
deftination, and atonement, &c. becaufe> 
* at firfl view, they are rayft-rious and unin- 
telligible; but from the lame fuperfLiat 
turn of mind, they negteft the Lord's 'Up- 
per, difcard family prayer, never catechize 
fheir children, and are apt r to negleft devo- 
tion in aU its forms. Becaufe they think 
they need not extirpate, they will not fa 
much as rejlrain their appetites-, and dread- 
ing the imputation of precifenefs and rigour,, 
they abandon themfelves to abfolute licen- 
tioufnefsj fo that having nothing about 
them whereby they can be diftinguifhed a* 
tbrijtians, they relemble, in all refpe&s, 
the mere men of this idorldy and fome of 
tfcexn even theft whofe God is their belly, and. 

whofe 




v 

Digitized by Google 



To Protestakt Dissenters. 67 

ivbofe glory is their Jharne, who mind earthly 
things only. 

Too many of thefe modern freethinkers, . 
having indulged themfelves, without re- 
fei ve, in laughing at every thing they can- 
not comprehend, take it into their h.ads to 
be offended at the Jewijh religion. They 
make no fcrople to ridicule the divine mif- 
fion and miracles of Mofes; and after this 
it will not be wondered at, that they often 
rejeft the chriftian revelation alfo. To 
trace this fatal unthinking progrefs a little 
farther: ftill they will pretend to expert a 
future ftate of rewards and punifhments, 
from the principles of the light of nature; 
but when once they have advanced thus far 
in ir.fideiky, they are generally foon con- 
tent to rank themfelves with the beads that 
perifh; that is, they are, in faft, at lead 
to all prattical purpofes, Atheifts. And- 
though, they m*y themfelves, through the 
influence- of good principles, and early ha- 
bits, continue to live fober and refpe&able 
lives \ their pofterity, not having the fame 
advantage-, but, on the contrary, being 
brought up in great ignorance with refpeft 
to religion, and frequently hearing the 
great fantftions of virtue treated with ridi- 
cule, may be expe&ed in many cafes, (ef- 
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pccially con fidering the bias of the prefcrifr 
age) to be utterly profligate and abandon- 
ed. 

When perfons have, in this manner/ 
thrown off all regard to religion* can it be 
fiippofed they will have any ftrong attach- 
ment to the dijfenting interejl ? Sooie of then* 
ipay continue to rank among us, from a re- 
gard to the principles of liberty, and other 
political confiderations; but when religion 
makes no part of the tie* it may be expect- 
ed, in general, that the laity will be go-. 
Yarned, by their own fecular intereft ; and 
if, through ihe influence of the fame caufes* 
a minifter have become an unbeliever in 
the rel gion he profefles to teach, I do noc 
fee why he may not, with equal confiftency^ 
officiate in the church of England, the- 
church of Rome, or among the Moham- 
medans, as among the diffenters^ 

This, however, is too often the progrefe 
of infidelity -with the thoughtlefs and half 
thinking laity;, and to keep them in a pro- 
per medium, muft be owned to be of great 
importance^ and a matter of great difficult 
ty. I know of nothing that is fo likely, to 
he effectual for this purpofe, as the prudent- 
conduct, and true moderation of minifters* 
Ut it appear, by the whole of your beha- 
viour* 
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vbur, that you are fenous chriftians y and 
not alliamed of any pradtices which are of 
real ule to forma chriftian and devour tem- 
j>er. Let it be feen, that the do&rines of 
chriftainity have a real and happy cffeft 
upon your hearts and lives, and that, by 
virtue of a prafticd faith in its great princi- 
ples you are pofiefied of an uniform chear- 
tulnefs of mind, are enabled to live in a firm 
confidence in divine providence, under all 
the events of life, and peapared to die 
with compofure and good hope. 

Carefully avoid infulting or ridiculing 
thofe who differ from you in opinion, es- 
pecially thofe who retain the principles you 
yourfelves once held. This (hows as much 
bigotry and want of real candour as their 
cenforioufnefs, and readinefs to pals a Sen- 
tence of damnation upon you. Nay, it 
may be faid, in excufe for their zeal in 
condemning your opinions, that they con- 
iider them as inconfiftent with falvation-, 
whereas you do not pretend that their opi- 
nions are fo dangerous to them. There 
may, therefore, bz the fincereft friendftiip 
in their anger, but there is wanton cruelty 
in your laughter. 

Let it appear that the principal objeft of 
your attention is the proper duty of your 
r profeffion, 
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profcflion, a*Kl let no talk you may have 
for any of the polite arts, as mufic, paint- 
ing, or poetry, nor a capacity for improve- 
ments in fcicncc> engage you to make them 
more than an amujement to you, or, at the 
moft, any mote than an objcdl of fecondary 
confideration. Let not even the ftudy of 
jftculative theology prevent your applying 
yourfelf chiefly to the advancement of vir- 
tue among ,ycur hearers. Let your conduit 
demonftratc, t&ft you confider one foul re- 
claimed from vicious habits, or even one 
perfon's mind confirmed in any good re- 
f ilution, as a greater acquifuion to you, 
than the detection of any fpeculative error, 
the illuftration of any know truth, or the 
difcovery of any new ones. 

With refpeit to your general manner of 
behaviour, let not a fenfeof your inferiority 
to your hearers, in point of fortune, lead 
you into any mean and fervile compliances 
with their foibles and opinions; nor, on 
the other hand, let a fenfe of thedign ty 
of your office, or jour advantage in poirtc 
of fenfe and learning, betray you into pride, 
arrogance, and an overbearing decilive 
manner in converfation, which cannot fail 
to give offence. Study human nature and 
mankind, but with oo other view than to 

. ..i do 
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do them good Endeavour to be chear- 
ful, polite (asfarasfhat term conveys the 
idea of a reasonable defire to pleale) and free 
From affe&ation. Take no pains to con- 
ceal any natural peculiarity of manner, 
that is innocent in itfelf, and not offcnfive 
to others ; for, above all things, fimplicity 
of char after, and the greateft freedom from 
artifice and difguife, becomes the teachers 
of the religion of Jefus Chrifl. 

Let it appear that, in confequence of be- 
ing much converfant with fubjtd:s fuited to 
your profeffion, you have acquired a faperi- 
ority of mind to ths world, and all the 
things of it; that you are chiefly folicitous 
about the faithful and impartial diflhargeof 
your duty (which is to inculcate upon others 
the fame chriftian temper and condud, of 
which you exhibit an example in yourfelves) 
and let it appear, that this confcioulhefs of 
doing your duty, gives you a practical and. 
habitual reliance on the providence of God, 
for the fupply of your wants, and the care 
of your families after you are dead. ; 
1 If, however, you have a fair opportu- 
nity of making provifion for futurity, by 
no means neglect to doit; and I fincerely 
wifli that every ltudent for the chriltian 
miniftry. among the dififenters would, in th£ 

courfe 
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courfe of his education, give attention t# 
thofe branches of knowledge, by which he 
might be of ufe to fociety, independent of 
his profefiion as a minifter. This would 
prove a refource to him in a day of adverfi- 
tv, and, in the mean time would make 
him be regarded by his people with more of 
that refpecrt, which is always paid to pe*- 
Ions that are independent of them. 

It was not my purpofe to defend to 
particular advifes> but there are two fub- 
jetfts, on which I think I ought not to 
omit this opportunity of addrefiing you. 
The firft, and the mod important is, that 
you take proper meafures to promote re- 
ligious knowledge among your hearers, by 
no means neglefting to ground them well 
in the true principles of our diflrnt. It is 
notorious, that along with the fpirit of con- 
troverfy the love of truth has, in too great 
a meafure, left us ; and that many of our 
•youth, particularly in genteel and opulent 
families, are brought up in great igno- 
rance. 

Family prayer, and confequently the r*. 
gnlar reading of the fcriptures, being laid 
afidc, the younger branches of the Family 
have a very imperfeft acquaintance with the 
•contents of the facred books; and it is to be 
• J feared 
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feared that, their pofterity, being of courfeftill 
more ignorant, will ki»ow little or nothing of 
the difference between one mode ofchriftia^ 
nity and another, or concerning chriftianity 
itfelf 5 and that a very trifling circumftance 
may convert itjhe nominal diffenter into a 
nominal churchman, and the nominal chris- 
tian into an unbeliever, and of the moft 
profligate kind. Whereas, if men actual- 
ly read, and Jludy their bible, and con- 
fequemly underftand their religion, there 
muft be fome uncommon fatality in their 
circumftances, if they difbelieve it, or be- 
come indifferent to it; and if a man really 
knows the ground of our rational dijfent 
from the church of England, 1 will ven- 
ture to fay, that, if he has been educated 
in it, he muft bid adieu to virtue, and the 
J)rime of virtues, integrity, before he can de-t 
fert the difientipg intereft. 
• The fecond fubjeft of my advice refpeft^ 
your manner of preachings or the delivery 
of your fcrmons. It appears to me that 
there are two extremes in this cafe, and that 
both of them are too prevalent among us. 
Some minifters, whofe difcourfes are ex- 
cellent, deliver them with a ftiameful care-, 
leflhefs and unconcern, with no force or 
energy, fuited to their importance. This 

E manner 
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manner of preaching can never engage a* 
fuitable attention. The difcourfes of the 
fame perfons are alfo, generally, too refined 
for the common people. Such preaching 
therefore, can neither be underjiood, nor felt, 
by the hearers. How then can it profit 
them ? For the fame reafdn, it cannot pleafe. 
And how can a manexpeft to be well attend- ' 
ed, who communicates neither profit nor 
pleafure ? 

On the other hand, fome of our minif- 
ters feem to ftudy nothing but the art of 
harranguing the populace. Not content* 
with fpeaking with that earneftnefsanddig-' 
riity which becomes the importance of the 
things they have to deliver, their principal 
obje£l is merely to excitca temporary emotion^ r 
if they be not feeking their own praife, and 
emolument. 

With thefe views it becomes a maxim - 
with them that every difconrfe muft be 
ftriking, or afftfting; which neceflarily 
begets a falfe tafte in eloquence, and gives 
them a habit of flourilhing, or bawling, upon 
the moft indifferent fubje&s; till atlength, 
infenfible of the change in themfelves, they 
come never to fpeaktrom juft and real feel- 
ings \ but their whole lervice is a piece of 
Mrttfice, vifible to every man of fenfe, and 

who 
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who Is acquainted with human nature, and 
pleafing to none but thofe who are dupes to 
the grofleft illufions; who are charmed 
with every noife, and agitated with every 
motion of the limbs, or contortion of the 
features. 

. ' To guard againft both thefe extremes, 
was, one would think, the eafieft thing in 
the world ; but in fa£t, it is by no means. 
Fo. The foundation, however, of a good 
and juft delivery is to be truly ferious, to 
underftand and feel every thing a man fays, 
and to exprefs himfelf in the moft natural 
manner. The former of thefe belongs to 
the virtues of the heart, but the latter mult 
be acquired by the ufe of proper means; 
more efpecially great pains muft be taken 
to form the voice for fpeaking to a'iarge 
company. Otherwife, a perfon who has 
been ufed to fpeak only to a few people, 
in a room of an ordinary fize, will have no 
idea of making himfelf heard by a large au- 
dience, without lofing his natural empha- 
Tis, cadence, and tone of voice. He, is 
therefore, fure to contraft fome aukward 
and abfurd habit, even though he be evec 
fo ferious and in earneft, and confeq lently 
have no affe&ation. 

The art of public fpeaking^ therefore; 

E 2 nv*t£ 
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mud be ftudied, and the inftrufHons of a 
mafler mud be accompanied with frequent 
exercife. But wjien this is done, ^nd when 
practice has ma^e it habitual, a juft temper 
$f mind is all that is requifite to form the 
moft perfeft fpeaker; by which I mean 
not one whofe talents will ftrjke the bulk 
of mankind, or gain hjti} the moft noify 
apptaufe, but whofe manner will command 
the attention of* thofe who are difpofed to 
think. 

If a man have not reputation in view, 
if he aim at npthing befides making con- 
verts to truth and virtue, and will content 
himfelf with endeavouring fimply to con- 
vey his own jufty and fometimes warm con- 
ceptions to others, he will (peak fo as to in- 
form, or animate, them as occafion will re- 
quire. He will make them think of, un- 
derftand, and a£l upon,, what hq fays. And 
the reputation he indireQly acquires, though 
it will be lefs than that of many who lefs de- 
fer ve it, will be fufficient; and if he be a 
good man, and a good chriftian, it will 
concent hin>. 
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SECTION VI. 

Of the low ftatc of the dijfenting intereft, and 

She caufes of it. 

IT is poffible that fomc oF thofe who are 
called rational diffenters may be difcou- 
raged by the fmallnefs of the party , and the 
feemingly declining ftate of the intereft: 
But this is an objection that will hardly bear 
to be avowed, and can only have weight 
with weak minds. The caufe of truth and 
liberty can never ceafe to be refpe&able, 
whether its advocates be few or many. Ra- 
ther, if the catife be juft and hbnoUrable, 
the fmaller is the party that fuppbrtit, the 
fewer there are to fhare that 'honour with 
us. It cart never be matter of praife to any 
man to join a multitude, but to be Angular 
in a good thing is the greatefl pfaife. It 
(hows a jpotfer of difcernment, ahd forti- 
tude of mind, not to be overborne by thofe 
unworthy motives, which are always^on thfc 
fide of the majority, whether their caufe be 
good or bad. 

That -there are few diffenters of very 
large fortunes, efpecially in the country, 
is very true; but it may be accounted 
for, in a mann* that is far from refle&tog 
* E 3 any 
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any difhonour on the intereft. Many dif- 
fcnter have been born to great fortunes, 
and many others have themfelves acquired 
large fortunes by trade; but when this has 
been the cafe, as the poflcflion of wealth na- 
turally tends to make men more worldly 
minded, and expofe thtm more to the in- 
fluence of worldly views ; and as men na- 
turally afpire to rank with their fuperiors, 
rather than their inferiors in fortune, they 
have not been able to find proper perfons 
to aflbciate with, except, in the eftabliflied 
church; and the confequence of fuch con- 
nexions is evident. Many perfons, alio, 
.have left the diffenters after marrying into 
families that go to church. But thefe are 
Tnotives intirely foreign to the merits of the 
*<;aufe, and therefore will never have the 
lead influence with men of reafon and reli- 
'gion. Let a number of perfons be produc- 
ed who will gravely fay, they left the dif- 
fering intereft, and went to the eftablilhed 
church, from real conviRion ofmind> and 
after a mature confideration ; and if even 
their new acquaintance believe them, this 
obje&ion (hall be confidered again. 

It will be faid the diffenting minijlers, 
and efpecially thofe who are called free in 
their fentiments, frequently conform to the 

church 
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church of England. : It is acknowledged* 
but, at the lame time, it is apprehended 
that when the members of the eftablifh* 
ment confider all the circnmftances attend- 
ing thefe converfions, they will fee little to 
boaflof in the acquifition. It is well known 
that many of them h^ve been men of pro- 
fligate lives, or defpicable chara&ers, who 
were dilmiffed with ignominy from the 
fervice of the diflenters; others, there is 
reafon enough to fuppofe, found nothing 
among the diflentersfuited to their ambitious 
views. It may perhaps be true, that fome could 
not get a decent maintenance by their labours. 
However the clafs of diffenters to which they 
acknowledged to have belonged (viz. thofe 
who, in their fentiments, differ the mott 
from the principles of the church of Eng- 
land) is a lufficient indication of what kind 
muft have been the motives of their coil- 
formity. For, as it can never be pre- 
tended, that they Have changed their fenti- 
ments concerning thofe articles, which the 
rational part of the dilfenters objedt to the 
moll in the church of England, the mo- 
tives could not be ferious conviftion ; fo that 
their fubfcription to articles which they do 
not believe, but which they continue to 
preach againft, and even to laugh at, muft 

E4 ^ther 
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citlier have been a fubfeription to them as 
-articles of peace, or as far as they ate 
agreeable to the jcriptures,' or with fomfe 
other of thofe tniferable equivocations, the 
futility of which has been fo clearly expofed 
by the author- of the Confeflionah ' 
If, however, any diflenting rninifter has 
really, from full convi&ion of mind, en 
animo, fubferibed his affent and confent to 
all, and every of the thirty nine articles of the 
•church of England, and alfo to all ahd eve*? 
thing elfc that a clergyman is required to 
fubferibe (the poffibHity of which I do ndt 
abfolutely deny) I think the lofs is by iib 
means to be regretted. Let the bights 
to 'the church fet a high talue upon him. 
H e is rdra Wis in terris, nigroqutfimiUinfa 
cygno; \ u r ; 

Perfons whb are defcended frbtti taterit- 
bers of the church of ^gl^nd, ^hb arb 
educated by clergymen, who tfre irfttbdtio 
cd into the miniftry at an Eilgflilh uhitrerfi- 
ty, -where theology, if I be rightly Triform**, 
makes *no part of theif ftufly, and ^rhereifc 
is thp cuflom to fubftribe at a trm* 'of tffH 
when it cannot be fuppofed they haVt+efle£t- 
fcd Gti the nature of the aftian ; fei 
that they do no more than all their friends 
and acquaintance do, and co'ritimte to do, 

v 1 x with- 



Digitized by Google 



To ProYsstant DrssEttTEHS. Si 

without the leaft fcruple; and who, perhaps, 
never heard any objection made to it, are to 
be confidered in a very different light from 
diffefiting mihifters, who generally ftixty 
theological fubjefts with great Care ; who 
alfo, in confequence of hearing the bufmefs 
of fubfeription frequently difcufled, cannclt 
but have refie&ed on the nature of folemnly 
fubferibing to what they do nbt believe, 
and of repeating, in afts of divine worfhip, 
what their conferences difefdim. Every 
allowance may reafonably be made for the 
former; but, I own, that I can ttiake no 
apology for the latter, except fuch an apo- 
logy as may be made for facrificing, in any 
other cafe, the facred rights of confeience 
"to fome other confideration. 

I cannot help confidering the clergy of 
the church of Scotland as more criminal in 
the article of fubfeription than the clergy 
of the church of England becaufe the 
courfe of their ftudies nceeffarily brings the 
fubjedt more frequently in their view. In- 
deed, with refpedt to all matters of theo- 
logy, the minds of the Scotch minitters are 
certainly, of late years, much more enlight- 
ened, and yet their pra&ice is not more re- 
formed. Numbers of the young miniftens 
avow thetr d .fbelief of the Scotch confefhon 
of faith, &c. they fee the lufirtefs of fub- 

E5 Jaipticn 
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fcription to it in its juft and odious light ; 
they cannot help feeling, or forbear com- 
plaining of the impofition ; and yet I can- 
not fay that I have heard of many of thefe 
told freethinkers refufing to fubfcribe, and 
for fo paltry an advantage as a Scotch liv- 
ng. I call it paltry when I confider the 
price that is paid for it. As a falary for a 
minifter, I think it fufficient, and refpeft^ 
able. But certainly it argues a bafer foul 
in a man, to facrifice his confcience for a 
final! than for a great confideration. 

Upon the whole, when the reafons of the 
fmall 

number of diflenters are fuch as have 
been reprefehted, this fmallnefsof theirnum- 
bcr is far from being a matter of reflection 
upon them, or what they need to be afham- 
<d of. Befides, there are many important 
ends which the exigence of the diflenting 
jntereft anfwers, even with refpeft to the 
eftablifhed church itfelf, which make it well 
worth fupporting. It neceffarily operates 
as a check upon the clergy, and prevents 
them from finking into that indolence, 
u- U L y ' 'Stance, and arrogance, to 
v\hich, as men, with little or no controul, 
they would otherwifebe morefubjea ; and 
their literary pride muft be kept within 
bounds by feeing, among the diflenters, 
men equal to themfdves in genius, appli- 
cation 
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Cation to ftudy, and an acquaintance with 
all branches of ufeful fcicnce. 

This circumftance cannot fail alfo to 
roufe a laudable emulation, which will be 
of unfpeakable advantage to the interefts 
both of polite literature, and of real know- 
ledge of all kinds. And without a difient- 
ing intereft of fome kind, there would 
hardly be a poffibility of any reformation in 
the church, an event which the wifeft and 
beft among the clergy earneftly wifti for, 
and are labouring to bring about. Light 
always breaks out by degrees, and is only 
from feeing a variery of experiments, as they 
may be called, of reformation, that the 
nation in general can be able to judge what 
are real improvements, and fcleft fuch as 
1 will beft fuit themfelves. 

If, therefore, there be any, who are 
friends of the church of England, on any 
other account than the profpeft of provid- 
ing for fome of their relations and depen- 
dents by its emoluments, they cannot lhtw 
a truer regard to it, than by favouring the 
diflenting intereft; becaufe, whatever is 
decent and refpedtable in the church is, in 
fome meafure, owing to the difienters. 
So long as the diflenting intereft isanurfe- 
jy for men of liberal and enlarged minds, 

E6 who 



Digitized by 



» • . • 

<4 .A Fuee Address 

who make it their ftudy to reftore chnf- 
tianky to its primitive limplicity ^and 
many fuch it can boaft at prefent) fo lofig 
as it is the caufe of civil and religious li- 
berty (which it can never ceafe to be) and 
fo long as it is a check upon the disorders 
into which the eftabliflied clergy Would 
otherwife fink (which, alfo, it can never 
ceafe to be) ft muft appear a truly refpec- 
intereft, in the eyes of a ] l men who 
are capable of entertaining juft and gene- 
rous views of things, though it be ever to 
inconfiderable with refoeffc to numbers. 

As to the number of diflentersin Eng- 
land, it muft beconfidered, that, notwith* 
Handing the feeming declenfion of what 
we call the rational part of the difienters, 
there is, perhaps, rather an increafe than a 
decreafe upon the whole. Thofe who are 
called Independents, retain all the zeal of 
the old puritans; and though feveral of 
their focieties are become what we call 
more free in their fentiments, they receive 
daily recruits from the MetbodiJts\ and 
many very numerous focieties of Indepen- 
dents have been formed intirely out of 
that body. Even thefe new made diffen- 
ters will, by degrees, necefTarily come to 
think freely, andfup^ly the places of thole 
2 rational, 
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rational, but luke-warm diflenters, who 
are daily abforbed either in the church or 
in irreligion; and thus may the circulation, 
at lead, be kept up. 

I cannot help confidering the MethodijU 
as raifed up by divine providence, at a moft 
feafonatble juncture, as a barrier againft 
the encroachments of ecclefiaftical tyranny, 
in the dcclenfion of the old diflknting in- 
tereft. For whatever be the real views of 
their leaders, one great point, in favour of 
the difleritTngTnteVeft, Is gained with all 
the Methodifts; which is, that though 
they communicate with the church of Eng- 
land, they are no longer attached to the 
hierarchy as fuch. That blind and bi- 
goted attachment, which is the great hold 
that the clergy have on the minds of the 
common people, is broken, the moment 
'they can chufe to worfaip God wiihoUt 
the walls of the parifh church, and with- 
out the life of the common prayer-book. 
Their minds are, from that time, at li- 
berty to confidef the expediency of d ffer- 
ent forms of worfhip, and to adopt that 
to which their judgment (hall give the pre- 
ference; and as public worfhip is univer- 
£ally condu&ed among them,' in the fame 
manner as among the diflenters, they are 

already 
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already in the way to us, from the efta- 
blifhed church. When fuch a fpirit of re* 
formation is raifed, it will not be in the 
power of thofe who have the mod influ- 
eace. among them to fay, Hitherto Jhall it 
go and no farther. It is not improbable, 
that a great revolution may take place in 
their affairs, when the heads of two or 
three of their prefent leaders fhall be laid 
in the grave. 

* ■ ' ' ; Ud '\i : jdi 

SECTION VIL > 5rfJ 

Of the divided (late of the diffentinginteref m 

JAM aware of another circumftance, 
■* which may make thediffenting incereft 
appear defpicable in the eyes of fome ; 
and I fhall not conceal, but confider, and 
reply to the obje&ion that arifes' from it. 
We are fplit into fuch a number of fefis 
and parties (fome of which difcover a 
mean, contradted, and illiberal fpirit, treat- 
ing their antagonifts with hatred and ab- 
horrence, while others treat theirs with a 
fupercilious contempt) that fome perfons 
may be afhamed of having any thing to 
do with us. The charge is, in a great 
meaiure, true* but this divided It ate of 

the 
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the difienting interefl: is infeparable from 
the freedom we all profefs and enjoy, and, 
confequently, from the great good that 
evidently arifes from the exercife of that 
freedom. 

Befides, it is wrong to confider the dif- 
fenters as one body. They have nothing 
neceflarily in common, but their claim to 
worfhip God according to the dictates 
of their own confciences; thofe confci- 
ences, being the confciences of different 
men, diftate very different things; and 
no perfon is refponfible for more than his 
own fentiments and conduft. I cannot 
but fay, however, that I heartily wifh all 
the fe<5ts of diffenters would confider, that, 
in confequence of their agreement in this 
one circumftance, concerning their na- 
tural right to worfhip God according to 
the didtates of their own confciences, they 
have great interefts in common; and, that 
•they would, for this reafon, entertain lefs 
animofity againft one another, on account 
of the things in which they differ. 

Though it happen, that in the town in 
which you live, there be no fociety of dif- 
fenters that you can intirely approve of, 
it can hardly happen, but that there will 
be fome, which if you confider ferioufly, 
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you may more confcientioufly join with, 
than with the church of England. If we 
take in every thing relating to do&rine, dis- 
cipline, and method of worfhip, I think 
there is no fed or denomination among 
us, that is not nearer to the ftandard of the 
gofpel than the eftablifhed church ; fo that, 
even in thofe circumftances, you will be a 
diflenter, if reafon, and not paffion, or pre* 
judice, be your guide. 

If Whdn you refide for any time in the 
Country, you chufeto go to church rather 
than to the difTenting meeting-houfe, be- 
caufe the diflenters happen to make no 
g'r£at figure in the place; if you feel any 
thing like Jhdme, upon feeing the external 
mearinefs of the intereft, and fecretly wilh 
to haVfc your connexions with it concealed ; 
conclude, that the fpirit of this world has 
got too much hold of you, and that religi- 
ous motives have loft their influence. 

If this be your general practice (and I 
wifh i could fay it was not fo, with many 
of the more opulent among us) you aire 
but half adiffedter; and a few more worldly 
confutations would throw you intirely 
into the church of England, or into any 
Church upon earth. With this temper of 
mind yoti would, in -primitive times, have 

been 
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been afhamed of cbrijiianity itfelf, and 
have joined the more fafhionable and 
pompous heathen worfhip. But confider 
what our Lord fays with a view to all fuch 
*circumftances as thefe, Whofoever jhall be 
afhamed of me, and of my words, of him aljo 
Jhall the fon of man be afhamed, when he 
, cometh in the glory of his father, with his holy 
angels. 

General, alas! and fatal is the influence * 
bf fafhion in what it ought to have the 
leaft concern with, matters of religion. 
Members of the reformed churches on the 
'continent, who are generally prefbyterians, 
freldom fcruple to join the epifcopal 
church of England, evidehtly for no other 
reafon, than becaufe it is the mod illuftri- 
bus of the prfcteftant churches in the - 
ifland; and becaufe, in this connexion, 
they are more in the way of being taken 
notice of by perfohs of figure and diftinc- 
tion, and thereby advancing themfelves 
in life. Rapin, the hiftorian, acknow T 
ledged himfeif to be a prefbvterian, but at . 
the fame time Avowed his conftant commu- 
nion with the' church of Enoland when he 
refidedhere. 

If you be an unitarian, and, in other re- 
fpetts, one of thofe who are called the 

free- 
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free thinking party among the diflenters; 
and if there be no diffenting place of 
worfhip that you can conveniently attend, 
except one belonging to thoie who are of 
t : )e rigid Independent party; and if you 
think that, in joining with them, you coun- 
tenance many antichriftiun errors; ftill, you 
fhould confider that, in going to the efta- 
blifhed church, you not only countenance 
the veiy fame anticlmjlian errors, but an 
antichnjlian hierarchy alfo, and a number 
of other abufes, which can never fubfifl 
among any fedt of diflenters whatever, 
And it appears to me, that every man is 
under an obligation, to fupport the public 
worfhip of God, in that manner which he 
moft approves upon the whole, notwith- 
ftanding it may contain many things 
which he cannot approve; provided that 
it be fo circumftanced, that his attendance 
Upon doth not imply his joining in any 
thing that is finful. 

If you be of the other party, of diflen- 
ters, I need fay nothing toperfuadeyou to 
adhere to the intereft. Though you are 
much nearer to the eftablifhed church than 
any other party of diflenters, you juftly 
confider the points in which you do differ 
from it, to be of fo much importance, 

that 



Digitized by Google 



To Protestant Dissenters, ©i 

* w 

that you will maintain the reparation in the 
lowed ftate poffible, rather than give it up 
intirely. 

Befides, as you do not liy fo much 
ftrefs upon a learned minijlry> a number of 
you, fofmall as not to be able to fupport 
a regular minifter, can meet together, and 
edify one another , after the manner of the 
primitive church; which I mention not 
with ridicule, but with real approbation. 
Chriftianity may, furely, exift without the 
aid of human learnings and the notion of 
the validity of the adminiftration of chrif. 
tian ordinances, depending upon any par- 
ticular order of men, who muft fubfift 
wholly by the miniftry, is, I think, ex- 
ploded by us all. 

I would ferioufly advife all perfons who 
have families, and who cannot confeienti- 
oufly join in public worfhip with any chrif- 
tian ibcieties in their neighbourhood, to 
fet up the public worfhip of God in their 
own houfes, and to invite, or permit others 
to join them in it. In this molt reafonable 
practice, all unitarians may be afllfted by 
the Forms that I lately publtfhed jor Unita- 
rian IVorJhipi or Mr. Lindfey's Liturgy. 
Commentaries on the Scriptures, and ex- 
cellent Difcourfes, may eafily be had ; 

and 
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and furely they are not the lefs edifying 
for being printed. 

Divifions among diffenters cannot afford 
any better foundation for an objection to 
the difTcnting intereft, than divifions 
mong chriftians in general afford for an 
objection to chriftianity itfelf. Indeed 
this circumfiance cannot fupply a juft and 
reasonable obje£tion to any fcheme of re- 
ligion; for there are fetts and parties in 
ihem all. 

To conclude, I do not know that I 
have concealed any thing relating to the 
diffrnting intereft, that can afford any per- 
son a pretence for deferting it ; and recom- 
mending what I have faid in reply to the 
various objections to it, and concerning 
the difficulties and difcouragements at- 
tending it, with uhatl haVe farther ad- 
vanced in favour of ir, to your deliberate 
and candid attention, 

I am Gentlemen, 1 

Your very humble Servant, * 



J, PRIESTLEY, 
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T CANNOT conclude thi? ADDRESS 
* without mentioning a circumftance, 
which may be thought to be trifling, buc 
which has an evident connexion wich 
things that are of conliderable confequence, 
and which did not immediately fall under 
any of the heads of the preceding feftions. 
It is the growing negleft of attendance on 
piblic worjhipi among thofe who are called 
rational diffenters. This is, at the fame 
time, a caufe, and an effeft of .the prevail- 
ing indifference both to religion in general*, 
and the diffenting intereft in particular. 
r When a number of perfons confider 
themfelves as having great interefts in. 
coormnon, they will be fond of appearing 
in. their common and public charafter; 
and, indeed, upon other occafions, theijr 
common fentiments, views, and, expecta- 
tions will be the fubjedt of their common 
conversation. 

It gives me concern to obferve, that not 
Only religious, but almoft all. ferious. dif- 
Courfe, except on fubjefts of worldly poli* 
cy, or bufinefs, i?, in a manner,, banifhec} 
from polite company \ in fo much that the 

- whole 
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whole condutt of many perfons profefling 
chriftianity, under the denomination of 
proteftantSy and rational diflenters, I am 
afraid, might be obferved with the utmoft 
attention, for weeks and months togerher, 
without a poflibility of difcovering, from 
any circumftance (except a few matters of 
mere form, which cuftom has not yet aho- 
lifhed) whether they made profeflion of 
any religion, or not. Certainly, then, he 
leaft that can be concluded is, that it is not 
a matter of the firft confequence with 
them. 

Confiderable allowance, however, muft 
be made for the influence of modefly, or 
rather of a falfe fhame. Many perfons, 
I am willing to hope, think of religion, are 
influenced by the motives of it, and con- 
fcientioufly praftice its molt fubftantial du- 
ties, who are feldom heard to talk upon the 
fubjeft. Butajuft zeal will break through 
this falfe fhame, which, if it be not injurious 
to a man's felf, is greatly fo to others; who 
will neccffarily conclude that he either be- 
lieves nothing of religion, or that he ha$ 
very little value for it, when hedoes not dif* 
cover it by his converfation; fo that the in- 
fluence of our example y in favour of religion 
is altogether given upby this condudt. 

Tho 
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The leaft that you can do, mybrethren, 
towards reviving a juft zeal in matters of 
religion, is confcientioufly to attend public 
worfhip yourfelves, and to fee that your 
children and ferv.ants do the fame along- 
with you j unlefs they give you reafon to 
think that they objeft to your mode of wor- 
ihip on a principle of conference. ' Admit, 
therefore, of noexcufe, except real iicknefs, ' 
and works of abfolute necefiity, either for 
your own non-attendance, or for theirs. 

You juftly diftinguifh between duties 
that are properly of a moral narure, and 
thofe that are in themfelves indifferent, as ' 
the obfervance of days and times muft be 
acknowledged to be. But, in confequence 
of fome perfons over-valuing pofidve in- 
ftitutions, many of you greatly undervalue 
them, tothe injury of yourfelves and others. 
In things of acknowledged divine appoint- 
ment, and that are known to have been ap-. 
pointed for the fake of their fubferviehcy 
v to moral purpofes, as the inftitution of a 
day of rejl, and of the Lord's /upper, the 
difference between a regard to them, and to 
the morality to which they are fubfervient 
is nbt ? fb r very great. So nearly are 
tltey bf equal obligation, that the man 
whofe rule of life is an impartial obedi- ' 

enc$ 
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ence to the will of God, will not negletffc 
the one, but for the fake of the other; and 
the cafes in which a regard to moral virtue 
will really interfere with the obfervance of 
pofuive duties, are very few. 

Travelling on Sundays is now become fa 
common, that if many perfons, who call 
themfelves chriftians, and rational diffen- 
ters, be taking a journey of a few days, it 
may with certainty be concluded, that the 
day of reft will be one of them ; and if it be 
confined to a fingle day, and can poffibly 
be thrown upon that, it is almofl: fure to 
be fo. ; 

I am no advocate for the very rigorous 
manner in which many of our anceftors ob- 
ferved this day; butcertainly, if wepayany 
regard to the original defign of the inftitu- 
tion, it fhould be made, as far as poflible* . 
a day of reft for all the creation of GocU 
We ought therefore confeiemioufly to re- 
frain from doing bufinefs ourfelves, or 
making our cattle labour on that day. Be- 
fides, if there be any propriety in attending 
upon public worlhip on the Lord's-d^y, it 
rnuft be agreeable to reafon, thatwe fpsmi 
the day in a manner ^onfiftept y\t\% thai 
vfe of it y t wd therefore that ^ we ^bftaitt 
fxqrn all fjuch ex'ercifes and 4iver£ons a$ 

would 
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Vould tend to defeat the purpofe of religi- 
ous worfhip, by erafing the effedt of moral 
and religious inftruftion. 

But whether bufinefs, pleafure, or mer * 
indolence and indifference be the cauje y the 
effeff is manifeft, and is growing every day 
more alarming. Confider that the decenc 
and reverent attendance upon public wor- 
lhip on the LordVday, is almoft the only 
nivfans of promoting the knowledge and 
pra&ice of chriltianity among the lower 
ranks of people, who are confined to labour 
all the reft of the week. And how can their 
attendance be effectually inforced, but by 
the example, influence, and authority of 
their fuperiors? 

The intereft of any particular party or de- 
nomination of chnftians iscertainly trifling* 
in comparifon with the greater confiderations 
of religion and morality juft now mention* 
cds but if you wifh well to the diflenting 
intereft, you Ihould confider how much it 
fuffers in confequence of your negleft of 
public worfhip. 

Your ministers are difcouraged by this 
means, and your children and fervants get * 
habit of indifference, or of roving from 
place t^ place; whereby their attachment to 
ihc caufe is continually leflfening. Your re- 

F jniffnefs, 
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mifihefs, therefore, in attending public wor- 
(hip promotes a defertion of the intereft, by 
making the tranfition as eafy to them as pof- 
fible. For when things have been in this 
train, to abandon the intereft intirely is 
breaking no eftabliftied cuftom, or confirm- 
ed habit-, fo that thofe perfons who have 
been very indifferent to, public worfhip, can 
have little or no difficulty wiih refpedt to 
themfelves •, and the thing being done ai- 
med without the notice of others, the diffi- 
culty on that fide is alfo obviated. When 
the change is fo gradual, it is, at length, no 
furprife to any body, to hear thac thofe who 
attended the diffenting-meeting-houfe but 
feldom, ceafe to attend there at all. Otherwife, 
the difficulty thatarifes from the force of cuf- 
tom, is fo great, in many cafes, that though 
a man might wifli to change his mode of wor- 
fhip, he would not chufe to expofe himfelf 
to fo much of the notice and cenfure of his 
friends and acquaintance as, by fuch aftep 
in his conduft, he is fenfible that he necefla- 
rilymuft do. But, by being lefs frequently 
in company with difienters, their opinion 
and cenfure have lefs weight with him. 

■ 

I MUST extend this Poftfcript, in order 
to cxprefs my earned wilhes, that, in 

this 
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this age, in which fo many dificnters are 
running into entbuftafm on one hand, and 
infidelity on the other, thofe who have at 
heart the caufc Of truth, chriftianity, and re- 
ligious liberty, would endeavour to draw 
the attention of mankind to thofe fubje&s, 
and others that are conne&ed with them. 

There can be no doubt, but that thefe 
great interefts will be taken care of by hitfi 
who is conftituted head over all things to 
that church, againft whith the gates vj hell 
/hall not prevail \ but it appears to rrre that 
this end is to bfc accomplished by natural 
and human means, and that the judicious 
and zealous labourers in ibis vineyard are but 
few. The real friends of the caufe of relt*. 
gion and virtue ought therefore, to exert 
themfeives* and it cannot but 0ft m en* 
couragement, and raife our generous eftVufe* 
tion, to think that fuccefs in theffc glorious 
attempts is, to a certain degree, infallible. 
And what juft reafon will a man haw to be 
ajhamed in the day ofChrift, who might have 
been among the forettWftin fupporting thii 
caufe, and yet, through indolence and irtat*. 
tention, let others carry away that palm, which 
will then be efteettied the mod honourable. 

On the other hand, it muft be acknow* 
ltdged, that the greateft care Ihfculd be 

F % takenj 



Digitized by Google 



ioo "A Free Address 

'taken, not to injure the bed of caufes, by in* 
* judicious or unfeafonable attempts to fcrve it. 
In this cafe, however, there will be the praife 
of honed zeal, and good intention. Be fides, 
it mull be a very poor and weak manner of 
"addrefs indeed, that is calculated to do no 
•good ; and if one were written by an angel 
from heaven, it would offend and difguft 
many. Since there is fuch a variety in the 
previous difpofitions and taftes of readers, 
let writers alio indulge their own natural 
tafte and manner. The man who means 
well can hardly fail to inftrud and edify 
feme, though he muft lay his account with 
difpleafing, and perhaps injuring' others* 
and as the calculation of the probability of 
doing the mod good or harm feems to be, 
in this cafe, too difficult for human com- 

* 

prehenfion, our bell rule is to fow what we 
apprehend to be good feed, and leave the iffuc 
to the great Lord of the barvejl that is, 
itrenucufly to urge whattver appears to us, 
upon mature deliberation, to be favourable 
to truth and virtue, and to leave the confe- 
quences to him who knows them, who is 
interefted in them, and who will attend to 
thenn fo as to bring good out of all the evil 
that we may inadvertently occafion. Lit 
us, therefore, conftder one another \ to provoke 

unfr 
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unto love and to good works. Let us exhort 
one another, aqd fo much the more as m fee 
the day approaching. For yet a little white, 
and he that jhall come will come, and will not 
tarry. Heb. x. 24. 35. 37. 

As to the contempt of the world, I had 
almoft laid, happy are they who have the 
greateft (hare ot it. This, at leaft, is true 
with refpe&toall the unthinking and vicious 
part of it. And there certainly will be cafes, 
to the end of this ftate of trial and difcipline, 
to which the following words of our Lord 
will be applicable. fPo unto you when all 
men Jhall /peak well of you.. Luke vi. 26. But 
bleffed are ye when men Jhall revile you, and 
perfecute yw, and fay all manner of evil 
againjlyou falfely, for my fake. Rejoice, and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven. Matt. v. 11, 12. It will always, 
I doubt not, be true, in fome meafure, that 
all who would live godly in Chrift J ejus, mufi 
fuffer perfection. And perfection unto 
death is by means the only one, or perhaps 
the moft difficult to bear, of all the modes of 
tiial to which we are cxpofed. Of the 
number who make Jhipwreck of faith and + 
good confcience, there are probably but fevt 
who have been in thefe circumftances. 

Confidsr what was obferved by the apof- 
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tie Paul, at the firft promulgation of the 
gcfpel, viz. that not many wife men after the 
fitjh, not many mighty, not many noble were 
called, i Cor. i. 26. and that the influence 
of wealth, power, and fafkion, is the very lame 
at this day, that it was in his time, and will 
probably continue to be foto the end of the, 
world. It cannot therefore, but be a fufpi- 
cious circumflance wih refpedt to truly 
chriftian fentiments, maxims, and condu^ 
that they zxtfafhionable, or that they render 
a man more acceptable to thofe who have not 
their converfaticn in heaven, but who mind 
earthly things only. , 1 do not fay that a po- 
pular religion cannot be a tiue one, but that 
the man who finds himfelf popular on a re- 
ligic us account; I mean popular with thofe 
perfons whofe interefts and prcfpe&s are fan 
reign to chriftianity,- fbculd fufpeft himfelf,. 
and carefully re-examine his religious prin- 
ciples, and not purfue them, and adl upon 
them, but with the gieateft caution and de- 
liberation. \ 

It is happy, however, that our religion- 
does not leave us without confolation under 
this contempt of the world, which we incur, 
by adhering to it. For befides the affuntnee 
that, if we fuffer with Chrift, we Jhall a If a 
reign with him, and be glorified together ; and x 

» that 
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that if we overcome the world, in imitation 
of him wh(^has done it before us, we (hall 
fit down with him on his throne, as he alfo 
has overcome, and is now fat down with his 
father on his throne - y we can balance our lofs 
of the efteem of the world, with the acqui- 
lition of the much more valuable love and 
efteem of our fellow chriftians, of the few 
whofefentiments and views are the fame with 
our own, and whofe countenance will be 
more than fufiicient to fupport us under all 
the odium, that we can lie under* on account 
of the opinions of thofe, whofe judgments 
. we defpife. And if a man have but a toler- 
able (hare of comprehenfion, and ftrengrh 
of mind, he cannot hefitate what part to 
chufe. He will eafily make light of fuf- 
fering Jhame for the prefent, in a caufe that 
is fure to be crowned with everlafting glory 
hereafter. . 



: N. B. The principal additions to the 
fecond edition of this ADDRESS are 
Se&ion III. on the manner in which dif- 
fenters ought to fpeak and write concern- 
ing the cjmrch of England j the advices to 
mjnilters concerning the inftruftionof youth, 
and the delivery of fermons at the end of 
Se&ion I V (v\hich were added at the requefl 
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of kn anonymous corrcfpondent) and this, 
Poftfcript. . , 

I beg leave to refer to my Letters* 
in anfwer to feme Remarks on my Pub- 
lications and on this Addrefs y for a more 
particular account of the nature of cbriftian 
idolatry than is given p. 36; and to my View 
of the principles and conduit of the proteftant 
aijfenters, with refpe£l to the civil and eccle- 
fiafiical conjiitutton of England, for many 
other particulars relating to them, not treated 
of here. I, alfo, cannot help exprefling my 
withes that what! bavtobfervedon thclub-' 
je&of church difcipline, may be ferioufly con- 
filtered by thofe who call thcmklvcs rational 
dijf enters , that, whether any of my propo- 
fals for reformation be approved of, or not, 
fomething, at leaft, may be attempted, in 
order to obviate the manifeft inconveni- 
ences which I have pointed out, and which 
have been long felt and complained of, by 
fcrious and thinking perfons, in our prefent 
lituation. 
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And printed for J. JOHNSON, Bookfellcr, 
No. 7 a, St. PAUL/s CHURCH YARD, London. 

i. T ETTERS to a Philosophical Unbb* 



Writings of Mr. Hume, 33. 6d. fewed. 

*. Additional Letters to a Philosophical 
Unbeliever in Anfwer to Mr. William Ham. 
mon, is. 6d. 

3. letters to a Philosophical Unbeliever, 
Part II. Containing 3 Stale of the Evidence of Revealed 
Religion, with Animidvernors on the two lalt Chapter! 
of the fii It Volume of Mr. Gibbon*! Hijiory of the Decline 
and Fall cf the Roman Empire, 3s. 6d. 

N. B. Tbe two Farts, bound together 9 including No. 3, 
fecond Edition, 8s. 

4. A Harmony of the Evangelists in Greek. 
To which are prtfixed, Critical Dissertations 
in Englilh, 4to. 14s in boards, 17s. bound. 

5. A Harmony cf the Evangelists in Englifli 
Kith Notes, and an ( ccalional Paraphrafe for the Ufe 
of the Unlearned. To which are prefixed, Critical 
DiiTertations, and a Letter to the Bifhop of Oflbry,4to# 
12s. in boards, 15s. bound. 

N. B. Tbofe <who are poffeffed of the Greek Harmony, 
may have this in Engl.fli without the Critical DiiTerta- 
tions, 8s. in boards. 

• • The Greek and Englilh Harmony with the CrU 
tical Diflertalions, complete, il. is. in boards, or ll. 4»« 
bound. 
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6. Institutes of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion, in two volumes, 8vo. »d edition, price ios. 6d* 
in boai ds, 12s. bound. 

N. B. 7>/ /*/></ Part of this Work, containing the Doc- 
trines of Revelation, may be had alone > is. 6d. fenved. 

7. Forms of Prayer, and other Offices, for tht 
life of Unitarian Societies, Ottavo, 3s.. fewed. 

8. Discourses on Various Subjects, includ- 
ing feveral on Particular Occasions, price 6s. 
in boards. 

9. A Sermon on the Subject of the Slavs- 
Trade ; delivered to a Society of Protestant 
Dissenters, at the New Meeting in Birmingham, on 
Sunday the 23d cf January 1788, and publiftied at 
their 1 eqntft. Pi ice is. fewed. 

10. An History of the Corruptions of Chris* 
tianity, with a general Conclufion, in two Pares. 
Part I. Containing Confidt rations addreffed to Unbe- 
lievers, and efpecially to Mr. Gibbon. P3rt II. con- 
taining Confiderations addieflcd to the Advocates fot 
the prefent £ft a bli foment, ard especially ro Bp. Hurd, 
% vols. 8vo. price us. in boards, or 14s. bound. Or* 
boumd uniformly -with the three Jo /lowing Defences oj 
it, in 3 vols. 1 1. 4s. 

11. A Keply to the Animadversions on the His* 
tory of the Corruptions cf Christianity, in 
the Monthly Review for June, 1783; with OWerva* 
tions relating to the Doctrine of the primitive Church, 
concerning the Peifon of Christ, 8vo. price is. 

12. Kemarks on the Monthly Review of the 
Letters to Dr. Horsleyj in which the Rev. Mr. 
Samuel Badcock, the writer of that Review, is called 
upon to defend what he has advanced in it, price 6d. 

13. Letters to Dr. Horsley, Archdeacon of St* 
Aiban^gpi threeparts, containing farther Evidence 
that the primitive Chriitian Church was Unitarian, 
price 7s. 6d. 

14. An History of early Opinions concerning 
Jesus Christ, compiled from original Writers; prov. 
ing that the Chriftian Church was at firtt Unitarian, 
4 vols, oftavo, price il. 4s. in boards, or il. 8s. bound. 
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15. Defences of Unitarianism for the Year 
1786 j containing Letters to Dr. Home, Dean of Can- 
terbury ; to the Young Men, who are in a Courfe of 
Education for the Chriitian Miniltry, at the Univerfi- 
ties of Oxford and Cambridge; to Dr. Price; and 
to Mr. Parkhurftj on the Subject of the Perfon of 
Chrift, fecund Edition, price 39. 

16. Defences of Unitarianism for the Year 1787; 
containing Letters to the Rev. Dr. Geddes, to the 
Rev* Dr. Price, Part il. and to the Candidates for 
Orders in the Two Univerfities. Part II. Relating 
to Mr, Howes's Appendix to his fourth Volume of Ob- 
fervations on Books, a Letter by an Under. Graduate 
of Oxford, Dr. Croft's Bampton Lectures, and feveral 
Other Publications, price as. 6d. 

17. A View of the Principles and Conduct of 
the Protestant Dissenters, with Refpecl to th« 
Civil and Ecclefuttical Conttitution of England, 2d 
Edition, is. 6d. 

18. A Free Address to Protestant Dissen- 
ters, oi\ the Subject of Church Discipline; with 
a preliminary Difcoiirfe concerning the Spirit of Chrif- 
tianity, and the Corruptions of it by falfe Notions of 
Religion, as. 6d. 

19. Letters to the Authors of Remarks on feveral 
late Publications relative to the Dijfenters, in a Letter to 
Dr. Priejiley> is. 

20. A Letter to a Layman, on the Subject of Mr. 
Lindfey's PropoM for a reformed Englim Church, on 
the Plan of the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, 6d. 

21. Three Letters to Dr. Newcome, Bifliop of 
Waterford, on the Duration of our Saviour's Mini* 
ttry, 3s. 6d. 

22. Letters to the Jews ; inviting them to an 
amicable Difcuflion of the Evidence of Chriftianity, 
in two parts, price 2s. 

23. A Catechism for Children and Young Peffons, 
jth Edit. 4d. 

24. A Scripture Catechism, confiding of a Se- 
ries of Queltions; with References to the Scriptures, 
inftead cf Anfwers, ad Edition, +d. 

25. Cow- 
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15. Considerations for the Ufe of Young Men, 
•nd the Parents ot Young Men, 2d Edition, id. 

a-6. A Serious Address to Mailers of Families, 
with Forms of Family Prayer, id Edit, 9<d. 

27, A Free Address to Proteltant Diflenter?, as 
fuch, third Edition, is. 6d. 

28. An Appeal to the ferious and candid Profef- 
fon of Chriltianity, on the following fubjecls, viz. 
l.The Ufe of Reafon in Matters of Religion. 2. The 
Power of Man to do the Will of God. 3. Original Sin. 
4. Election and Reprobation. 5. The Divinity of 
I hriftj and 6. Atonement for Sin by the Death of 
Chrift, a new Edition j to which is added, a concife 
Hiftoiyof thole Doftrinec, 2d. and the Trial of Mr. 
Elwcll for Heiefy and Bla(phem> at Stafford Aflizes 
befo e Judge Denton. An Edition in large Print, 
price 6d. 

29. A familiar Illustration of certain PafTages 
of Scripture, relating to the fame Subjects, the 2d Edi- 
tion, 6d. 

30. Dr. Watts's Hiftorical Catechifm, *ith Alte- 
ritions, <)d. 

)f a A General View of the Arguments for the 
Unity of God, and againft the Divinity and Pre- 
exilieuce of Clu iit, from Reafon, from the Scriptures, 
and from Hiltory, fecond Edition, price 2d. 

N. B. The above fmall Trac7s,No . 23, csfr. maybe 
hid bound in 2 vols, price 6$. 

Alfo Publijbed under the DireBion cf Dr. Pr/estlet. 

THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY. 
consisting of original 

ESSAYS, Hint?, Queiies, &c. calculated to pro- 
mote religious Knowledge, in three volumes, 8«/o. 
Price 1 8s. in boards, or si, is. bound. 

This Work has been lately refutned, a 4th 5th 
ad 6th volume have been publifhed, price 6s. 6d.;eath 
in boards. 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



1 ':' 



Digitized by Google 



